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waters of Lake Michigan with those of Rock river, herein- | section submitted by Mr. Cottamen: on w! 


r ferre . shall be p: lischarge , > State . 
before referre d = shall be paid and discharged by the State the yeas and navs were called for, and ordered. 
ef Wisconsin. 


, < Mr. STANTON moved an adjournment. 
And inserting— ' 


- STEPHENS hy ‘ . 

«Neither shall any preémption be allowed to any tract Mr.S1T EPI i] NS, hy general concurrence, offer- 
to the injury of any person, or of the representatives or as- ed a resolution for an adjournment to Monday 
signs of any person claiming and occupying the same, or |! next, to permit of the removal of the carpets. Re- 
any part thereof, in good faith, in his or her right, at the pas- jected. 
sage of this act, and owning valuable cultivation orimprove- 
ments thereon, which cultivation or improvements shall 
have been assigned by the person so claiming preémption, 
or if commenced subsequently to the entry and settlement 
ofsuch person, shall have been made with his consent or 


——— Wepvespay, .Way 10, 1848. 

rreed to. ~DpPOENVE ; ai 

Agr KW , | Mr. GREENE presented a petition from numer- 
Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved to | ous citizens of Newport, Rhode Island, in favor 

amend, by adding at the end of the section the of the purchase of Mount Vernon by the General 


followings Government; which was referred to the Committee 
“ And, in addition to the land hereby appropriated for the | on Military A ffairs 


yurposes of education, sections numbered thirty-six in each BERR wl eles .. 
Fiwnship of the public lands of the United States in said Mr. DICKINSON presented a petition from the 


State be, and the same is hereby, appropriated in support of citizens of Champlain district, New York, asking 
common schools, te be disposed of by the Legislature of said | the removal of the port of entry from Plattsburg 


State of Wisconsin, in accordance with the provisions of | t Rouse’s Point: which was refer . 
' ; ; use’s Point; whi as referre , - 
said constitution ; and the President of the United States is ich was referred to the Com 


hereby directed immediately to withdraw from sale the said || mittee on Commerce. a 
sections numbered thirty-six, in order that they may be ap Mr. DIX presented a petition from the widow 
preprinted - ee BS iisonae. —_ pol — - and daughter of Charles Newbold, asking remn- 

sorwe > ac > gress, oO ‘le , . . . : - a 
we preamption rights, inchonte or alien, hai lene ton REFRON for the SRYONSON of the “ams — plough 
aequired prior to the time when the same shall be with- || invented and perfected by Charles Newbold at 
drawn from market, shall be excepied from this grant.” great expense and loss. 

Mr. R. briefly explained the purport of his Also, from numerous citizens of the United 
amendment. Its object was to promote common States, asking that the widow and daughter of said 
school education, and he offered it the more heartily Newbold may receive relief from Congress, All 
because there were schemes here in regard to the these petitions were referred to the Conimittee on 

ublic lands which he thought would be injurious, | Patents. 

He should be glad if the House would go even 
beyond this proposition, and make provision for 
the blind, the deaf and dumb, and the insane. 

Mr. VINTON (having moved an amendment, 
togive him the opportunity) said no gentleman 
here would be more willing than he was to ap- 
propriate large amounts of land for the promotion 
of education, but the plan of the gentleman from 
Connecticut would not be satisfactory, inasmuch 
as it was unequal. Why, he asked, make this 
— for Wisconsin, and deny the same to 

| 


ch 


The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, from the Commit- 
| tee on Pensions, reported a bilhfor the relief of 
Nehemiah Brush, accompanied by a report. The 
bill was read a first time. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- 
mittee on Pensions, reported a bill granting a pen- 
sion to William Pittman, accompanied by a report. 
The bill was read a first time. 


House bills without amendment: 


linois, Indiana, Ohio, and other States? It wasa An act for the relief of Joel Thatcher: 
grave question, and should not be acted upon here Danek ton the veal 66: ohn Kainke.. 
without having passed through an examination by An act for the relief of Benjamin Reefsnyder ; 
goo conversation ensued, in which || ene sr _ levee! Bi ny 
ae be ae Te ‘| An act for the relief of Israel Bayless; 
+ pipe aonandiggaae] nig and JOHN- An act for the relief of A rthur Wilson; ; 
M . THOMPSON P cts ; An act for the relief of Benjamin G. Perkins; 
r » of Mississippi, then ob An act for the relief of Beriah Wright; 


jected to the amendment as irrelevant, and there- An act for the relief of John Savage. 
fore out of order. 


The CHAIR sustained the objection. Mr. JOHNSON moved, in compliance with in- 


Mr. ROCKWELL appealed from the decision structions from the same committee, that Friday 
of the Chair, but it was sustained by the House. | next be set apart for the consideration of private 

Mr. McCLERNAND spina te atelien. aut the bills on the calendar. The motion was agreed to. 
second section. Lost. | On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, 


: : a | Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
The third section was then read, as follows: | Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 


Sec. 3. dnd be it further enacted, That the purchaser of | jishing a post route from New River post office, on the east 
any tract of the said even-numbered sections mentioned in | bank of the Mississippi river, to Gatestown, in the State of 
SE enon ant sold since the reservation thereof, || Louisiana. 
at the minimum price of two dollars and fifty cents per acre . 
shall be entitled to receive from the Commissioner of the || _ Mr. WESTCOTT asked the indulgence of the 

Senate to take up the bill for the relief of bona fide 


Geueral Land Office a certificate of the quantity of land so | 
eet ee eee Se eee aes || settlers under the act for the armed occupation of 
i » the value of s i e rate of one || Py. da. . : 
dollar and twenty-five cents per acre, ahem certificate, to | Florida; which motion having been agreed to, the 
the amount of such excess, shall be receivable from the || bill was considered as in Committee of the Whole. 
holder thereof or his assigus, in like manner as so inuch || The amendments reported by the committee were 
That ape Pay ee ~ = ree = as — agreed to. The bill was further amended, on mo- 
fore the issuing of such certificate, the same shail be issued || #00 of Mr. UNDERWOOD, and, by unanimous 
in favor of the lawful representatives of such purchaser. | consent, was read a third time and passed. 
BaP agp dosnt of Mississippif moved to || LABOR, AGRICULTURE, MANUFACTURES. 
Strike it out. Lost. ‘|| Mr. UNDERWOOD said he desired to intro- 
The remaining sections were read and passed | duce a resolution with a view to wer certain 
ee amendment; and on the motion of Mr. | statistical information through the mediim of the 
MITH, of Indiana, the committee rose and re- | Patent Office, which he thought would be invalu- 
ay the bill and the amendments to the House. || able to the country. He did not desire the consid- 
, Mr. SMITH moved the previous question, and | eration at present, but would content himself with 
se seconded, and the main question ordered to || moving that the resolution be printed, and he should 
ne oe 4 the C ; oth || then take occasion to call it up at some convenient 
€ first amendment of the Committee of the || season 
Whole, fixing the St. Croix as the boundary of | Mr. U. then submitted the following joint reso- 
7 was a on in. saat lution, which was read a first time, and ordered to 
_ The question was then stated to be on concur- || be printed: 
ring with the second amendment of the Committee 


| Resolved, &c., That the Commissioner of Patents be, and 


of the Whole, viz: the amendment to the second '' he is hereby, directed to report annually the selling prices | 


48 


Also, from the same committee, the following , 


New Senries.....No. 4s. 


— 





of the agricultural products of the several States of the Union 
upon the farm or plantation, and at the market town or city 
nearest to the produce; and also the price of labor, by the 
day or the month and the vear, in each State or division of 
a State, where prices materially vary in different: parts of 
the saine State. 

Resolved, further, That said Commissioner also report 
annually the number and description of manutacturing es- 
tablishments in the United States in whieh the capital in 
vested exceeds &- ; thenmount and quality of goods 
manutactured at each; the selling prices at the manufac 
tories; the prices paid ter tabor to the hands engag din the 
manufactories, and the places where the manutactories are 
situated 

Resoleed, further, Thatit shall be the duty of the several 
deputy postmasters in the United States to answer all such 
inquiries as may be submitted to them by the Commissioner 
of Patents, and give sueh information as they may be able 
to obtain touching the subjecta embraced in the foregoing 
resolution, 

APPOINTMENTS WITHHELD FROM SENATE. 

The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
Jounson, of Maryland, came up for considera- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States is re 
quested to inform the Senate whether anv otheers are now 
in the military or civil service of the United States, under 
appoiutments from the President, which have not been sub 
mitted to the Senate; and,if there be any such appoint 
ments, that he state the date of such appointinents, and why 
it is that it has not been in the power of the President to 
submit them to the consideration of the Senate. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, said, when he 
submitted this resolution, he had not the least ex- 
pectation that it would lead to debate. Nor did 
he expect that he should be called on to censure 
in advance the conduct of the President. But as 
he had heard reports concerning the appointment 
of certain officers, which had caused some disap- 
probation, he had thought it right to give the Pres- 
ident an opportunity to set himself right. He had 
worded the resolution so as to exclude everything 
which could give offence. He had heard friends of 
the President express a desire that he should be 
permitted an opportunity to show that he had 
acted correctly. Supposing that he was actuated 
by no improper motive, but that the delay had 
been brought about by circumstances not foreseen, 
he wished that the President should show the facts 
in justification of the delay. If he (Mr. J.) had 
anticipated this debate, he could never have im- 
agined such a course of argument, such an ex- 
pression of startling doctrines, as had been heard 
from the Senator from Ohio. We had been asked, 
looking at the constitutional grant of power to the 
President, whether the Senate had any right to ask 
what nominations were to be sent for the confirm 
ation of this body. Yesterday he had modified 
the resolution so as to omit the call for the reasons 
of the delay. But still the Senator from Ohio was 
not satisfied. The resolution was still resisted— 
partly as unconstitutional, partly as irregular and 
unprecedented. We then had a discussion from 
the Senator from Ohio of the constitutional power 
in the hands of the Executive; and to show, that 
under our system, the tendencies to usurpation and 
abuse are greater in the hands of the many than of 
the few. 

Mr. ALLEN explained that he alluded to the 
Senate, where the danger of usurpation of power 
was greater than with the President. 

Mr. JOHNSON resumed. The danger in the 
Senate was greater because it was composed of 
many, and was further removed from the people 
than the President. He asked what there was in 
the elector of the President to make him more re- 
| sponsible than the Senate. Was it not understood 

that the elector in both cases had the whole Union 
in his view, and not any particular individual or 
| interest? South Carolina had changed her mode 
of election, and many of the other States had made 
changes in their mode of election. Some elect by 
the people, others by the Legislatures, as repre- 
sentatives of their various portions of the country. 
He would like to know an instance of an usurp- 
| ation of the Senate. 

Mr. ALLEN said he would refer to the resolu- 
tion condemning the conduct of General Jackson, 
which the people had rebuked. 

Mr. JOHNSON said this proved the overshad- 
owing influence and power of a President of the 
United States; that he can control the popular will, 









































































3S : 
ie ae 
yee 
. * 
é 
: t 
We 


- 
« 


Sera ear 




















Wie SEW 


a 


Rind a GEE” tay cette pap ee et eT 


copra %; 


re ee 


SET OE EP RIS ITT EIRP SEE =. HS 


ao 


» Cee 


pe he 
= 


Le AR: BS EN Te SES 3 


oe 


os 


754 


and that he can extend his overpowering and over- 
shadowing influence over the Senate itself. It 
proves that he has power to « ommand them, even 
in the case of their own records, which they are 
bound to keep sacred, to expunge or mar them. 
It proves that the hand of th Executive can guide 
the pen of the Senate to draw black lines, or any 
other lines, around their own archives, and that the 
Senate may be made simply his instraments and 
tools. The case referred to proves no usurpation 
of power on the part of the Senate, 
He asked if no case could be found of the Presi- 
dent using his power to overawe and control Con- 
vress, As to the veto power, he referred to it as 
a snlutary feature in The power to 


our system. 
make titernal im had been exercised 
sto the creat benefit of the Union, and 
rreat prevention of the loss of life and 
property But since c the 
present Executive, what had we seen? We had 
seen bills advocated by the very persons who had 
elected him; we have seen bills passed by large ma- 
“jorities, cheeked and destroyed by the veto, all 
having reference to the improvement of our great 
highways, and the protection of human life. It 
wis found that even here the powe rof the Execu- 
The power 
of Congress to make any improvements of this 


rovements 
by Conare 
had caused 


the administration of 


tive curtailed the will of the people. 


character was denied by the President in his mes 
sage returning s. The result of this doe- 
trine was, to leave property and life at the mercy 
of State Lecistatures. 

Here Mr. Jounson gave way, and 

Mr. FOOTE called for the special order. 


the bills, 


OCCUPATION OF 

The Senate 
the bill to enable the President to take temporary 
military occupation of Yueatan. 

Mr. CASS then rose to address the Senate, and 
hevan by referrmg to the remarks of the Senator 
from Connecticut, as to the ereat delay in the Ex- 
ecutive department, in relation to the case of Yu- 
Hie stated that this delay was caused by 
the desire to obtain all necessary information on 
the subject. As soon as this was obtained, the 
the Senate for its 


YUCATAN. 


catan, 


fucts were communicated to 
prompt and energetic action, 

Iie stated that the question involved matters 
concerning our own security. The declaration of 
Mr. Monroe, and the doctrines expressed by Mr. 
Polk two years ago, contemplated no interference 
with European setdements on this continent. ‘They 
merely looked to a prevention of the reduction of 
any of the free States of America to European de- 
pendence. 

Ife glanced back to the discovery of America, 
and the establishment of the colonial governments; 
to subsequent changes of domination, which ren- 
dered this country for centuries a battle-field for 
European ambition to fightin. ‘Thence he came 
down to the revolutions which agitated Europe, 
and applauded the wisdom and patriotism of Mr. 
Monree in seizing the proper opportunity to pub- 
lish his declaration against any further interference 
on the part of Europe. 

‘To other points in the remarks of the Senator 
from Connecticut he made brief replies. LHe then 
contended that the policy of our country was not 
io interfere with other Powers, but to prevent other 
Powers from interfering with us. Weare bound 
to act promptly and vigorously when we see any 
evidence of a desire on the part of European Pow- 
ers to interfere with us. The war with Mexico— 
“rash and precipitate’? as it had been called—had 
placed us ina position to enforce the policy laid 
down by Mr. Monroe. If we had not obtained a 
foot of land in Me xico, the war would be worth 
all that it has cost us, in the glory which it has 
shed around our country. No European Power 
will now venture an interference with us, 

The position of Yucatan, between us and the ad- 
vaneing Indians, is one of peculiar interest to us, 
Her condition calls on us for our dee pest Sympa- 
thy. Muagland holds the key of the Mediterranean. 
She has stretched her powerful arm so as to touch 
every cape and headland on every ocean. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN asked how near a ship of 
war could approach any harbor of Yucatan ? 

Mr. CASS said the power of steam would be 
able to earry any naval armament to the coast, 

Mr. CRITTENDEN asked how near a steam- 
frigate could approach ? 

Mr. CASS disclaimed any particular knowledge 


then resumed the consideration of 


| length. 
} catan, he regarded it as so low as to render that 
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on this subject. The Senator from Connecticut 
had supposed England had reached the highest 
point of elevation, and that she was approaching 


her decline. He would not pretend to give an 
opinion on this point. But he believed that 
although great reforms, which he believed were 
necessary, might be effected in the English system 
of government, it was idle to anticipate that her 
Government would be overthrown—that she would 
be destroyed. Her intelligence and her moral 
power would remain, and she would rise, like An- 
teus, stronger after every stroke. He understood 
there were now four companies of British artillery 
in the southern portion of Yucatan. How largely 
they may be reinforced he could not say. He did 
not say what course England would pursue, but 
it was our duty to be on our guard against any 
interference which may be injurious to our inter- 
ests. When she lays the lion’s paw on Yucatan, 
it will he difficult to displace it. 

The value of the commerce of the Mississippi 
down to the Gulf of Mexico, it was impossible to 
esumate. Elere was the great artery of the bound- 
less and extending West, the population of which 
the man is now living who may see multiplied to 
a hundred millions. The idea of Napoleon was 
to have possession of the Mediterranean, but fate 
prevented him. England has now the command 
of that sea. Let England get possession of Yuca- 
tan, and she will make the Gulf a mare clausum. 
The Gulf of Mexico should be American: not that 
America should exclusively use it in time of peace; 
but in case of war, we should be able to close it 
against hostile oecupation. 

With the command of Cuba, the water of the 
Gulf is reduced to a hundred miles. While Cuba 
and Yucatan are held by feeble Powers, having no 
ambition to interfere with our commercial interests, 
there is no danger. But let these places fall into 
the hands of a Power like England, and the danger 
will be evident. He did not mean to say that she 
contemplated taking possession of Cuba by force, 
or of Yucatan by force; but if she should yield to 
the request of Yueatan and lend her aid, and thus 
acquire possession, what right shall we have to 
complain? England wants Cuba for commercial 
purposes; we want it for our very existence as a 
nation. Ina question of so much importance as 
the possession of Cuba, we should resist to the last. 
He hoped it would be communicated to Spain that 
the United States would not see Cuba transferred 
to any other Power. So long as Spain can remain 
at peace, and be able to retain her monarchy and 
power, there is nothing to be apprehended. But 
this condition was not likely to be permanent, and he 
trusted Spain would, before any change took place, 
perceive that it was more to her interest to dispose 
of Cuba by purchase than to retain it, or yield it 
for any other consideration. He referred to the 
remarks of Lord William Bentinck, in the British 
Parlkament—— 

Mr.WESTCOTT, in someexplanatory remarks, 
insisted that Lord William Bentinck’s observations 
on Cuba were intended to convey an intimation of 
a desire to abolish slavery in the southern States 
of the United States. 

Mr. CALHOUN replied that he did not doubt 
that there was a disposition in the British Govern- 
ment to abolish slavery all over the world. But 
since the debate which had been referred to, a mo- 
mentous change had taken place in the opinions of 
British statesmen on this subject, and there was 
nothing to be feared from the interference of Eng- 
land in our institutions. 

Mr. CASS resumed. He only desired to show 
that there were English stateshhen who contem- 
plated taking possession of Cuba, in order to shut 
up the Gulf of Mexico, or, as they expressed it, 


to cut our trade in two. 


The object of this bill is to aid Yucatan. There 
was 0 more connection now between Yucatan and 
Mexico, than between Yucatan and China. Yu- 
catan is iffependent, and may select her own gov- 
ernment. He did not think we were precluded 
by the armistice, and he gave his reasons at some 
As to the character of the Indians in Yu- 


race entirely unfit to enjoy an equality of rights 
and privileges with the white race. The war in 
Yucatan was clearly a war of races—a war for 
physical existence, and not for moral power; and 
we are called on by humanity to interfere to pre- 
vent the entire extermination of the white race. 
He expressed his opinion that the British agents 





t , 
cm May Ui, 
had supplied the Indians with arms; not beeay 
the arms had the Tower stamp upon them. . 
because the Indians would not be likely t, om 
chase them, and must have been supplied gpa: 
tously. He stated, from his own knowledee 4... 
in 1822, the British agents were in the pr vl 
inviting the Indians on the narthwestern frontier 
to certain places, where they were cratyi; 
furnished with arms. , 

He expressed his preference for the bill jn i. 
original shape over the amendment which had he, ,, 
submitted. ‘i 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, obtained th. 
floor, when, on motion of Mr. BREESE, and by 
common consent, the further consideration of the 
bill was postponed till to-morrow. : 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian A@airs ho | 
structed to inquire into the chum of such Cherokee [ndjays 
as remain east of the Mississippi to commutation for rey, 
val and subsistence, and report such measures, ifany, 9 
the opinion of the committee, should be adopted for the aq 
justment of such claim. 


On motion of Mr. BREESE, the Senate pro. 
ceeded to the consideration of Executive business: 
and, after some time spent therein, the doors wer 
reopened, and 

The Senate adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuurspay, Way 11, 1848. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


The SPEAKER stated that the first business 
in order was the bill for the admission of the State 
of Wisconsin into the Union, which was yester- 
day reported to the House by the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, with sundry 
amendments, on which the previous question had 
been moved and seconded, and the first amend- 
ment of the Committee of the Whole [Mr. Ssirn’s, 
of Indiana] had been agreed to. 

The question pending, when the House ad- 
journed, was on agreeing to the second ameni- 
ment of the committee [Mr. Cortamer’s] to the 
second section; (which amendmentrelated to grants 
of land for certain works of internal improvement. ) 

Mr. GOGGIN asked the general consent of the 
House to enable him to move that the business 
first in order be suspended for a short time for the 
purpose of calling the committees for reports. [t 
was objected to. 

The question was again stated on agreeing to 
the second amendment of the committee to the 
Wisconsin bill: it was decided in the negative: 
Yeas 46, nays 94. 

The third amendment of the committee [Mr. 
Tweepy’s] was read and agreed to without a divis- 
ion. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 7 
read a third time. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, moved the previous 
question; which was seconded, and, under its oper- 
ation, the bill was read a third time and passed. 

This bill, as it passed, is in the following words: 
A BLL.L for the admission of the State of Wisconsin into 

the Union. 

Whereas the people of the Territory of Wisconsin did, on 
the first day of February, eighteen hundred and forty-eight, 


by a convention of delegates called and assembled for that 


purpose, form for themselves a constitution and State gov 
ernment, which said constitution is republican, and said 
convention having asked the admission of said Territory 
into the Union as @ State, upon an equad footing with the 
original States: 

Be it enacted, §c., That the State of Wisconsin be, and is 
hereby. admitted to be one of the United States of America, 
and is hereby admitted into the Union on an equal footing 
with the original States, in all respects whatever, with tie 
boundaries prescribed by the actot Congress approved Au 
gust 6, 1846, entitled * An act to enable the people of Wis- 
consin Territory to form a constitution and State govern- 
ment, and for the admission of such State into the Union. 

See. 2. and be it further enacted, ‘That the assent ot ( on- 
gress is hereby given to the first, second, fourth, and fifth 
resolutions adopted by said convention and appended to-aid 
constitution, and the acts of Congress referred to in the said 
resolutions are hereby amended, so that the lands granted 
by the provisions of the several acts referred to in the said 
first and fourth resolutions, and the proceeds of said lands 
‘and the five per centum of the net proeeeds of the public 
lands therein mentioned, shall be held and disposed of by 
said State in the manner and for the purposes recommend: 
by said convention ; and so that, also, the lands reserved to 
the United States by the provisions of the act entitled An 
act to grant a quantity of land to aid in the improvement ol 
the Fox and Wisconsin rivers, and to connect the same by 
a canal in the Territory of Wisconsin ;”’ and also the even- 
numbered sections reserved by the provisions of the act et- 
titled “« An act to grant a quantity of land to the Territory of 
Wisconsin for the purpose of aiding in opening a canal to 
connect the waters of Lake Michigan with those of Rock 
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1948. 
nyer,” shall be ottered for sale at the same minimum price, 
= | subject to the same rights of preémpuon, as other publi 
oe of the United States: Provided, however, Thai no per- 
, a ral be entitled toa preéimption by reason of the setile 
optand cullivation of any quarter-section or other subdivis- 
sonot said even numbered sections, winch tract, betore the 
omencement of such settlement, shall have been clatin- 
ed by any other person cultivating and improving the same 

vood faith, and which shall have coutinued to be claimed, 
maltis sted, and improved in like good faith by such person, 
pis repre seytatives or assigus, until the sale of said tract, and 
y which said prioe claim, cullvation, aud improvement, the 
erson ce claiming preémpiion shall have had n@uce at the 
hme of his entry and setticment. Neither shall any pre- 
option be allowed to any tract to the injury otany person, 
jot the representatives or assigns of any person claiming 
and occupying the same, Or aby part thereof, in good faith, 
in hisor ber right at the passage of this act, and owning val- 
yaweculiwation or iimprevements thereon, which ecultiva- 
on or inprovements shall have been as-igned by the person 
~ claiming preémption, or, if commenced subsequently to 
ine entry and settlement of such person, shail have been 
pide With tts consent or acquiescence, ; 

cece. 3. ond be it further enacted, That the purchase of any 
ae o! the said even numbered sections mentioned in the 
jreceding section, and sold since the reservation thereof, at 
hoe minimum pee ef two dollars and fifty cents per acre, 
yall be entitled to receive from the Commissioner of the 
general Land Oifiee a certificate of the quantity of land so 

irchased and of the amount of the excess paid therefor 
over aud above the value of said Jand, at the rate of one 
dollar and twenty-five cents per acre; which certificate, to 
ie amount of such excess, shall be receivable from tie 

jidor thereof, or his assigns, ia like manner as so much 
jouey, in payment ofthe public lands of the United States. 
vat. mi the event of the death of any such purchaser betore 
rhe issuing of such certificate, the same shall be issued in 
ryyor of the lawful representatives of such purchaser, 

sec. 4. sind be it further enacted, That the judge of the 
district court for the district ef Wisconsin shall hold a term 
op sud coart in each year at the seat of government, to com- 
mence on the first Monday of July, and another term of 
ead court in each year at Milwaukie, to commence on the 
first Monday of January. He shall also have power to hold 
special terms for the tual ef causes, and for the determina- 
tion of all suits Or proceedings in said courts, at either of 
tye aforesaid places, at his diseretion, as the nature and the 
mountof the business may require. ‘The said court shall 
be open at all times for the purpose of hearing and deciding 
eases of admiralty and maritime jurisdiction, so far as the 
came can be done without a jury. The records and papers 
ot sud court may be kept at either of the places herein des- 
yuated for the holding of said court, as the judge in his dis- 
cretion shall direct. 

sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the clerks of the 
district courts of the Territory of Wisconsin shall, before 
their term of offiee expires, certify, under seal, and transmit 
to the clerk of said court, all records of all unsatisfied judg- 
ments and of saits pending in said courts respectively, 
attaching thereto all papers connected therewith, in all cases 
arising under the laws or Constitution of the United States, 
orto which the United States shall be a party; and they 
shall forward the same to the clerk of said district court of 
the State of Wiseonsin, who shall enter the same in his 
jocket, and the said district court shall proceed therein to 


final judgment and execution, as if such suits or proceed- 


gs had originally been brought in said court. 


sec. 6. dnd be it further enacted, ‘Chat the clerk of the | 


supreme court of the Territory of Wisconsin shall deliver 
over to the clerk of said district court all records and papers 


in the office of the clerk of the said supreme court relating || reserved sections to $1 25, he should be much | 


w proceedings in bankruptcy under the late bankrupt law of | 


the United States. He shall also certify under seal, and de- 
liver to said clerk, all records of judgments and of proceed- 
‘igs In suits pending, and all papers connected therewith, 
in cases arising under the Constitution and laws of the Uni- 
ted States. 

Sec. 7. And he it further enacted, That from and after the 
fourth day of Mareh, eighteen hundred and forty-nine, and 
Wulil another census and apportioument shall be made, the 


State of Wisconsin shal! be entitled to three Representatives | 


i the Congress of the United States. 


Mr. LINCOLN moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed. 
House that he had made this motion for the pur- 
pose of obtaining an opportunity to say a few 


words in relation to a point raised in the course of | 


He stated to the | 


the debate on this bill, which he would now pro- | 


ceed to make, if in order. The point in the case 


to which he referred arose on the amendment that | 


was submitted by the gentleman from Vermont 
(Mr. ee Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and which was afterwards 
renewed in the House, in relation to the question 
whether the reserved sections, which, by some 
bills heretofore passed, by which an appropriation 
of land had been made to Wisconsin, had been 


enhanced in value, should be reduced to the mini- | 


mum price of the public lands. The question of 
the reduction in value of those sections was to him, 


| 
it 


| subject. 
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took ground against that policy. He did not make 
any special argument in favor of Wisconsin; but 
he took ground generally against the policy of 


giving alternate sections of land, and enhancing the | 


priee of the reserved sections. Now he (Mr. L.) 
did not, at this time, take the floor for the purpose 


of attempting to make an argument on the general | 
He rose simply to protest against the | 


doctrine which the gentleman from Indiana had 
avowed in the course of what he (Mr. L.) could 


| not bat consider an unsound argument. 


It might, however, be true, for anything he 


| knew, that the gentleman from Indiana might eon- 


vince him that his argument was sound; but he 
(Mr. L.) feared that ventleman would not be able 


| to convince a majority in Congress that it was 


sound, It was true, the question appeared in a dif- 
ferent aspect to persons in consequence of a diiler- 
ence in the point from which they looked at it. It 
did not look to persons residing east of the moun- 
tains as it did to those who lived among the public 
lands. But, for his part, he would state that if 
Congress would make a donation of alternate sec- 


_ tions of public land for the purpose of internal im- 


| sections being sold at $1 25, he should be glad to | 
see the appropriation made; though he should pre- | 
fer it if the reserved sections were not enhanced in || 
He repeated, he should be glad to have | 


provements in his State, and forbid the reserved 


orice. 
aa appropriations made, even though the reserv- 
ed sections should be enhanced in price. He did 
not wish to be understood as concurring in any in- 
timation that they would refuse to receive such an 


appropriation of alternate sections of land because a | 


| condition enhancing the price of the reserved sec- 


. e ° ° . | 
| of the Union in which these lands did not lie, | 


tions should be attached thereto. He believed his 
yosition would now be understood; if not, he feared 
1e should not be able to make himself understood, 

But before he took his seat he would remark that 
the Senate, during the present session, had passed 
a bill making appropriations of Jand on that prin- 
ciple for the benefit of the State in which he re- 
sided—the State of Illinois. The alternate sections 
were to be given for the purpose of constructing 


roads, and the reserved sections were to be en- | 


hanced in value in consequence. When that bill 
came here fer the action of this House—it had 


been received and was now before the Committee || 
on Public Lands—he desired much to see it passed || 


as it was, if it could be putin no more favorable 
form for the State of Illinois. 
before this House, if any member from a section 


| whose interest might be less than that which he 


| 
| 


at this time, a matter very nearly of indifference. | 
He was inclined to desire that Wisconsin should | 


e obliged by having it reduced. | 
man from Indiana, [Mr. C. B. Smirn,} the chair- 
man of the Committee on the Territories, yesterday 


But the gentle- | 


associated that question with the general ques- | 


tion, which is new to some extent agitated in 


Congress, of making appropriations of alternate | 


sections of land to aid the States in making inter- 
nal improvements, and enhancing the price of the 
Sections reserved; and the gentleman from Indiana 


felt, should propose a reduction of the price of the 


obliged; but he did not think it would be wel! for 
those who came from the section of the Union in 
which the lands lay to do so. 
to be understood that he did not join in the war- 


fare against the principle which had engaged the | 


minds of some members of Congress who were 
favorable to improvements in the western coun- 


try. 


There was a good deal of force, he admitted, in | 


what fell from the chairman of the Committee on 
Territories. 


to $250 per acre. It might be proper that the 
price should be enhanced to some extent, though 
not to double the usual! price; but he should be glad 


to have such an appropriation with the reserved || 
sections at $250; he should be better pleased to 
have the price of those sections at something less; 


and he should be still better pleased to have them 
without any enhancement at all. 
There was one portion of the argument of the 


gentleman from Indiana, the chairman of the Com- | 


mittee on Territories, [Mr. Smiru,}] which he 
wished to take occasion to say that he did not 
view as unsound. He alluded to the statement 


that the General Government was interested in |) 


these internal ee being made, inasmuch 
as they increased the value of the lands that were 
unsold, and they enabled the Government to sell 


lands whichcould not be sold without them. Thus, | 
| then, the Government gained by internal improve- | 
ments, as well as by the general good which the | 
people derived from them, and it might be, there- 
fore, that the lands should not be sold for more | 
than $1 50 instead of the price being doubled. He, | 


When it should be | 


He wished it, then, | 


It might be that there was no precise 
justice in raising the price of the reserved sections 
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been laid hold of and considered favorably, and as 

there were some gentlemen who had constitutional 

scruples about giving money for these purposes, 

who would not hesitate to give land, that he was 
| not willine to have it undersood that he was one 
} of those who made war against that principle. 
This was all he desired to say, and having accom- 
plished the object with which he rose, he with- 
drew his motion to reconsider. 


POSTMASTERS’ COMMISSIONS. 

Mr. BOCOCK called up a motion made by him 
on the 18th ultimo to reconsider the vote by which 
the House passed an act in amendment of an act 
entitled « An act to amend the act entitled ‘An act 
to reduce the rates of postage, to limit the use and 
correct the abuse of the franking privilege, and for 
the prevention of fraud on the revenues of the Post 
Oflice Department,’ ” passed the 3d of March, 1845. 

‘The SPEAKER stated the question to be on the 
motion to reconsider; and at the same tme an- 
nounced that the bill had been obtained from the 
Senate, and was consequently before the House. 

Mr. BOCOCK then spoke in explanation of his 
purpose, which more particularly referred to the 
compensation by commissions of the postmasters, 
and the mode of calculating those commissions, 
which he contended were an inadequate remunera- 
tion for the services rendered. 

Mr. VINTON moved the previous question. 

Mr. STEPHENS moved to lay the motion to 
reconsider on the table. Decided in the negative 
by yeas and nays: Yeas 40, nays 115. 
| Mr. VINTON, at the request of Mr. Gocain, 
| withdrew the motion for the previous question. 

Mr. GOGGIN made a statement of facts show- 
| ing the deficiency in the compensation of certain 
| classes of deputy postmasters, and explained cer- 
| tainamendments which he wished to offer to remedy 
the obvious injustice under which these small offi- 
cers now labored; and in the course of his remarks 
yielded to Mr. Stankwearnuer, who made a brief 
statement bearing on the same point, 

Mr. G., in compliance with his pledge, renewed 
the demand for the previous question, which was 
| seconded, and the main question was ordered, be- 
| ing first on the motion to reconsider. 
| The question being taken, the vote was recon- 
sidered, 
|| The question recurring on the passage of the 
|| bill— 

Mr. GOGGIN moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill had been ordered to be engrossed, 
| in order to enable him to offer the amendments 
| which he had indicated. 

The motion to reconsider not being in order, as 
coming too late, after some conversation as to the 
proper mode of effecting what seemed to be a gen- 
erally desired amendment, the bill was recommutted 
for this purpose to the Committee on the Post 
| office and Post Roads. , 


REVOLUTIONARY AND OTHER PENSIONS. 
| On motion of Mr. VINTON, the House resolved 
|| itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, (Mr. Coss, of Georgia, in the chair.) 
| ‘The committee took up the bill making appro- 
| priations for the payment of revolutionary and other 
| pensions of the United States for the year ending 
| the 30th of June, 1849, Which was under consider- 
| ation on the 12th of April last. 
| 
| 


| 


bill. Mr. Vinron moved to amend the ite@®* for 
| revolutionary pensions under the act of the 18th of 
March, 1818, $4,122 57,”’ by striking out four thou- 
|| sand and inserting “in addition to an unexpended 
|| balance remaining in the treasury of $83,877 43, 
|| fourteen thousand;”’ so as to increase the appro- 
priation from four to fourteen thousand one hundred 
| and twenty-two dollars and fifty-seven cents, in 
|| addition to the unexpended balance. 
| Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, addressed 
| the committee. More than two months since (said 
he) I called the attention of the House to some very 
|| serious errors in the report of the Secretary of the 
| Treasury. They were of a character to require 
| either an acknowledgment of their correctness or 
| anexplanation of theapparentdiscrepancies. Such 
an explanation was promised by the ex-chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means, but has not 
heen given. A month since, the official organ of 
the Adesiniatiition promised the next day to give 


When the committee were last in “aru this 





| however, merely mentioned this in passing, for he an official statement in relation to the charges which 
only rose to state, as the principle of giving these 1 had made, but no such statement has been given. 
Some letter-writers, apparently in the confidence 


lands for the purposes which he had mentioned had 
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of some of the officers of the treasury, have, in that 
paper and others, made general denials of any sert- 


ed me with disingenuous- 
the Sec- 


ous mistakes, and charg 


ness and unfairnes res agamist 
retary, but atte 
pointed out, ; 
At last, sir, » long a time, and after much 

the department in farmshing materials, 
chairman of the Committee on Finance in the 
dertaken a labored exposition of the 
ury, ina speech delivere don the 
2% March, end first published about two weeks 
thereafter ' ere has been no explanation fur- 
nber of this House, and as this 
was clearly ed as substantially not only an 
ed but an official vindication of Sec- 


the ¢ 
lreasury, | propose to examme its 


momy chars 
inpted no ¢ Xplanauon of the errors 
iftey 
labor nl 
tive 
Senate has ut 


affairs of the tre 


nished by 


author 

retary of 

main | iti 
The desiv 


W hy 


n of the speech was plainly to explain 
the tof the and treasury notes 
ik inder the acts of 22d July, 1846, and 28th 
nd to show that the Secretary had 

red. 
show aig it the figures of the 
of the Register of the ‘Vreus- 
,on which those of the chair- 
in the veneral statement of the 


loans 


| the errors char 
ideal or to 

hoi orathy 
ury in his statement 
man are base “and 
Secretary of the ‘Treasury, m the beginning of his 
finances, in relauon to the tre asury 
wus under these two acts, are grossly 
or two instances, butin almost 
that there are errors i their 
in scarcely an instance are they 
through an 


herman 


report on th 
notes and } 
eTranes 
every in 
statements, but tint 


Nor are t} 


MINS HOt On 


Lanes not 
correct, ey errors running 
statement, aris ing out of one or two errors 
which mig feet the subsequent result, but 
the mistakes are various and inde pendent; they are 
not of small but of very large amounts. 

On a former occasion I pointed out a number of 
very gross mi sin the report of the Secretary 
of the ‘Treasury, and endeavored to show, from 
that document and the accompanying tables, the 
nature It is now ac- 
knowledged that one of these mistakes, of a very 
large was committed. No attempt 1s 
made to ex] lain or correct my statements in rela- 
tion to the others. It is now officially or semi- 
officially admitted that the Secretary committed a 
blunder in his annual official report to Congress of 
at least $1,401,900. When this was first poimted 
out by was denied that there was any such 
mi 


entire 


) 
he thus a 
suis, 


fant 


and extent of these errors. 


amotnt, 


me, it 
take 

l am aware 
bored very mu 


that the honorable Senator has la- 
h to show that the error 1s not in an 
of huis means, but in an under-state- 
litures. [tis not very material which, 
error is acknowledged to be a seri- 
the statement of the actual receipts 
and expenditures of the Government, requiring a 
larger loan than gailed for by about a million and 
nu! I may well leave the Senator to 
settle the matter with the officers at the treasury. 
I do not, however, agree with him; and, unless all 
the printed tables in the Secretary’s report bearing 
on this point the Senator is himself 
wrong. L ueed not add, | think, to what [ said on 
a former occasion to show this. If hereafter it 
should be deemed important to show when and in 
what way this error arose, | will go more fully 
into it. As it now mands. from all the official 
statements accompanied by this authorized expla- 
nating itis, | think, apparent that the Secretary 


over-stifense 


ment of expe " 
so lone as the 


ous one m 


lf of do 


are wrong, 


did not possess the means which he publicly stated | 


the deparunenut to possess: that he had 
treasury on hand that he 


about a million and a half of dollars. 
when these 


not the 
hotles 


liarges were made, an advertisement 
had been issued for proposals for $5,000,000 of 
treasury holes, Which were said to be in the hands 
of the Seeretar y ol 
authorized under the law to reissue. When the 
bids had been received for the stock, a amount 
which he could deliver was found to be 
million and a half less than he had advertised. 
Various ay } 
elsewhere fo w - thi deficiency. ‘The Secretary had 
Jorgotten that he had sold to some State or indi- 
vidual a million of dollars of the notes, and to some 
one else half a million, &ce. The true reason 
doubtless, and the one which should have been 
honestly avowed, was, that the Secretary had pro- 


po d to sel] more notes by at least $1,401,900 than | 


1e could by law sell; and having at last ene 
cred the erron, he w ithdrew the notes from market. 


said he had by | 
At the time | 


’ the ‘Treasury, which he was | 


about a | 


gies were given in the papers and | 
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aT 
It is very ailing if thie gross mistake had not | 


been pointed out, and he had followed out his own 
calculations, as contained in his report, that there 
would have been an illegal and excessive issue of 
treasury notes to the acknowledged extent of at 
Jeast $1,401 900, 

In the speech of the chairman of Finance of the 
Senate, to which I have referred, he says: 

“Ifthe honorable Senator will have patience, I believe 
that, before I get through, I shall be able to show that there 
can be no mistake in the financial statements of Ure Secre- 
tary, With the exception of one, which [ will hereafter 


explain, and which was discovered in the Committee on 
Finance.” 


And subsequently: 


* But, sir, as L have before intimated, there ts an error in 
the financial statements of the Secretary’s report. Ttis but 
justice to say that at was first discovered tn the Committee 
on Finance, and itis due to my friend from Virginia (Mr. 
Honrer] to remark that from him first came the suggesuon 
as to the nature of the mistake. It was communicated to 
the department first verbally, and afterwards (on the 25th of 
February) by letter to the Register of the Treasury.”? 


It seems to be considered of great importance by 
the honorable chairman who it was that * first dis- 
covered’’ this error. Udo not consider it an evi- 
dence of very wonderful astuteness to discover 
mistakes in the reports of the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury; the wonder is, that he should have made 
them. If, however, a patent is to be issued for 
this discovery, I shall claim the letters patent my- 
self. Long before the time referred to, 1 pointed 
out these errors to the officers of the Treasury yand 
the Register of the Treasury furnished me, under 
his own hand, the statement on the subject, which 
is printed at length in the published copy of my 
former speech, which he furnished as showing that 
the error had not been committed, and not to show 
how it had been made. 

It may well be asked, whether this is all? 
Whether the error is not still greater?) Whether 
the Secretary has withheld enough from market? 
W hether there is not now an over issue of treas- 
ury notes? Jf this is so, who is responsible ? Can 
the Secretary relieve himself by talking of registers 
and clerks? 
their own examinations. 

But, sir, although I am exceedingly un willing 
to trespass again upon the time of the House on | 
this subject, the course which has been taken 
leaves me no choice; I cannot permit the matter 
to rest here. This acknowledgment of mistake, 
tardily and reluctantly given, is itself, I think, sere 
of the truth, and no answer is given to the other 
errors and discrepancies which | “pointed out. 

There is appended to the speech of the honorable | 
chairman an official statement from the Register of 


ury notes authorized by acts of 1846 and 1847.” 

Upon this statement all the facts and figures of the 

chairman of Finance in the Senate on the subject of 

treasury notes are based. Every statement made 

by him is but a combination, in one form or other, | 
of the figures contained in and derived from his | 
statement. This is also the same statement which 

was furnished me by the Register of the Treas- 

ury, and which is printed at length in my former 

Sv ech. 

I propose to show, from the tables connected 
with the report of the Secretary of the Treasury, | 
and statements since furnished by the department, 
in whole and in part, in the results and in the de- 
tails, this statement is entirely erroneous. 

Since I last addressed the House on this subject, 
I find that the attention of the Committee on Pub- 
lic Expenditures has been called to it. One of the | 
members, my honorable friend from Pennsylva- | 
nia, [Mr. Srroum,] a most intelligent and compe- 
tent gentleman, has spent much time and labor in 
the investigation, and has obtained from the books | 
in the department an accurate statement of facts | 
and figures on various points, and especially in 
relation to the treasury notes and loans under the 
acts of 1846 and 1847. This statement he has fur- 
nished me. The points of inquiry were presented 
by himself. A portion of the answers were fur- 
nished to him personally by the officers in the 
department and taken down by him, and the resi- | 


due were subsequently furnished by those officers. || 


I need not say to those who know him that the 
honorable member has given the subject a most 
intelligent and thorough examination, and that the 
results of his labors are of great value. I shall || 
have frequent oceasion to refer to them. | 
The following is the statement of the Register of | 


Amount received for treasury notes and Loans 


| Add amount of treasury notes and stock avail- 


It so, it is time that Congress amie 


May LT, 


the Midna to wel I have itinied. and eac 
| part of which I propose to examine separate 


ly: 
Reoister’s Orrice, Treasury Depagry, NT 
Statement explinatory of the Loens and Treasw y N 
thorized ly ets of 1346 and 1847. 

Amount received for treasury notes and loans ender 
1846 and }847, dering the fiscal year wer > 
1847, per Secretary’s repert.. 

Deduct treasury notes redee me a under acts. 
of 1846 and I847, being part of the sum of 
$2,361,397 07, included umler the head of 
reimburs@e ‘nt of treasury notes, for same 
year, the difference being tor notes redeemed 
under other acts.... 


Oles u 


dels of 
Oth Jur e, 


iments, 
— een 
23,01 ay 45 


during the quarter ending the 30th Se ptem- 
ber, 1847, omittedin the financial statement 
in Secretary’s report, but contained in the 
table referred to iu that statement.......... 6,915,078 


—_—_—_—_— 
8,126,577 4, 
Deduct treasury notes reimbursed under acts 
of 1°46 and 1847, being part of the sum of 
$2,305,329 63, included under the head of re- 
demption of treasury notes ard interest ‘nthe 
same quarter, the difference being for treasu- 


ry notes dssued undc r other acts, andipterest. 2,249.350 9) 


23,10 4297 
7227 45 
Deduct also treasury notes redeemed and find- 
ed, issued under acts prior to act of 22 July, 
1246, also part of said sum of $2,3 


$5,329 63. 67.46% % 


28,116,605 45 
Deduct also the amount of treasury notes 

issued under acts of 1546 and 1347, which 

were.in the hands of accounting officers on 

the Istot October, 1847, and not covered by 

warrant, but which notes, when covered, 

will make the charge against the ‘Treasury 

equal to the notes converted into stock or 


recvived for public dues.... 1,401,900 (9 


rr 
26,714,700 49 


eee ee 


able for the remainder of the fiveal year end- 
ing 20:h June, 1848; see statement G, ac- 
coupanying Secretary’s report........066.  6,285.294 55 


—__—____ 
H53.0OU0 000 0) 


The first entry is: * Amount received for treas. 
‘ury notes and loans, under acts of 1846 and 1847, 
‘during the fiscal year ending 30th of June, 1847, 

‘per § Secretary ’ 3 report, $25,679,199 45.” 

This is the same sum given by the Secretary of 


the Treasury, in his official report, on the first 


page, under the head of ** receipts and expendi- 


| tures for the fiseal ending 30th June, 1847.” 


By table A, accompanying that report, is given 
a detailed ‘* statement of the duties, revenues, and 


_ public expenditures during the fiscal year ending y 
| June 30, 1847, agreeably to warrants issued, ex- 
clusive of trustfunds.”” This table purports, among 
| other things, to contain the items cf this sum of 


'| Avails of treasury notes issued under 
the Treasury ‘‘ explanatory of the loans and treas- || 


| Avails of treasurv notes issued under 


25,679,199 45, which are as follows: 
act of July 22, 1846, 
after deducting 1,931,000, which were none under the 
ayt of January 28, i347 ee $5,506,800 00 
raet of 
January 28, 1847,after deducting $1,221,850, 
which were funded under the said act.... 
Avails of loan under act of July 22, 1846..... 
Avails of loan ander act of January, 28, 1847, 
after deducting $40,350, which were fund- 


Wh SwvinG cd0u0ns cocwewagudsbiaps 4ekuush sc 


11,149,300 00 
4,888,149 45 


4,134,950 00 
$25,679,199 45 


A statement, still more in detail, has been fur- 
nished to the Committee on Public Expenditures, 
from the books at the treasury. The amount of 
treasury notes which are here stated to have been 
“funded under act of January 28, 1847,” of 
$1,931,000, appears, by the statement procured for 
the Committee on Public apes : have 
been $1,683,300—a discrepancy of $247,700 

The sum said to have been funded in the second 
entry, of $1,221,850, appears, from the same au- 
thority, to have been $1,132,550—a discrepancy of 
$89,300. 

These together show the error in the report, if 
the figures furnished at the department be correct, 
to be $336,000. 

The fourth item is “ avails of loan under the act 
of January 28, 1837, after deducting $40,350, which 
were funded, $4, 134,950.”* 

This item appears to be composed of the follow- 
ing amounts: 


Treasury notes, per act of July 22, 1846, funded. . @1,683.300 
Do do Jan. 28,1847, funded... 1,182,500 
Do __ peracts prior to July 22, 46, funded 36,250 
Money deposited for stock, under joan of 28th Jan- 1393.9 


BBE y BOTT so o0ccs vevcns cvececcocege cesecscess 
QAyt vo 
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ie ee 
$4,134,950 
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{twill be perceived that the sum of $40,350 de- | 
ducted is said to be “* notes which were funded” 
vader prior acts, as Is supposed, of course. This 
«im, therefore, is for the same thing as the sum of | 


¢36,250; and the childish act is performed of ma- | 


king the entry in the account, and immediately | 
afterwards deducting it from the same side of the 
came account; and to make the transaction the 
more remarkable, it is stated to be $4,100 less in 
the one case than the other. 

{think that the true amount of stock used to 
fund notes of prior acts should be entered as a part 
ofthe avails of the loan, and should not be de- | 
ducted. It was merely so much stock used to | 
pay an old debt, and it is the same as if the stock 
kad been sold, and the money so applied. 

These mistakes show a sertous error in the first | 
item in the report of the Register of the Treasury, 
and that the sum of $25,679,199 45 is incorrect. 

2, The second entry in the Register’s statement 
isas follows: “ Deduct treasury notes redeemed, 
ander acts of 1846 and 1847, being part of the sum 
of 82,361,397 07, included under the head of reim- 
bursement of treasury notes for same year, the 
difference being for netes redeemed under other 
acts, $2,167,780.” 

In table A, accompanying the Secretary’s report, 
under the head of expenditures, is the following 
entry: Redemption ef treasury notes, deducting 
3,193,200, which were funded under the act of 
January 28, 1847, $2,361,397 07.” 

It was doubtless proper to deduct the notes so 
funded, but the amount which is deducted as hav- 
ing been funded during the year ts not correct, if 
the statement furnished from the books at the treas- 
ury to the Committee on Public Expenditures is 
correct. By that statement, it appears that the 
amount of notes funded during the same year, of 
the issues of 1846 and 1847, is, for the former loan, 
61,683,300, and that of 1847, $1,132,550, and show- 
ing the same discrepancies as before referred to in 
relation to the first item. 

3. The next sum in the Register’s statement is 
the amount remaining after deducting an erroneous 
amount, and the result is erroneous. 

4. “ Amount received for treasury notes and 
loans during the quarter ending 30th September, 
1847, omitted in the financial statement in the Sec- 
retary’s report, but contained in the table referred 
to in that statement, $6,915,078.” 

This large amount is the one originally omitted 
in the report of the Secretary of the Treasury, and 
which he at last discovered, very luckily, before 
the loan bill was finally acted upon. All the ma- 


| 
terials are not in my possession to enable me to 
judge whether the item is correct or not. 

5. The next amount of $30,426,577 45, being 
the sum of the last two amounts, is of course er- 
roneous, 

6. ** Deduct treasury notes reimbursed under 
acts of 1846 and 1847, being part of the sum of 
$2,385,329 63, included under the head of treas- 





ry notes and interest, in the same quarter, the 
difference being for treasury notes issued under 
other acts and interest, $2,242,350.” 

7. “ Deduct also treasury notes redeemed, and 
funded, issued under acts prior to act of 22d July, 
1546, also part of said sum of $2,385,329 63, 
$67,622." 

[ have placed these two sums in connection, as 
they are, in fact, connected. There appears to be 
a series of mistakes connected with these two 
amounts. I pointed out in my former speech the 
manifest mistake in relation to this sum of $67,622. 
The error is still persisted in. It is not so import- 
ant in amount, being only a mistake of about 
$135,000; but, as it seems to be claimed that it is 
no mistake whatever, and is still paraded in the 
treasury statements, and its correctness vouched 
for in such high quarters, and an error here affects 
the accuracy of subsequent statements in the re- 
port of the Register of the Treasury, I propose to 
consider it at length. 

_ Itappears that the outstanding treasury notes 
issued prior to 1846, was, on the 1st of December, 
1846, $388,030 97. By table F, in the Secretary’s 
report, it appears that the amount outstanding of 
ecember 1, 1847, was $239,789 31. 
Of course the amount redeemed during the year 
was $148,241 66, and not $143,441 66, as stated 
in table E of the Secretary’s report. It also ap- 
pears, from the same table kr, that a portion of these 
notes were funded, amounting to $77,178. This 
18 supposed to represent the same notes as are de- 


these notes, 
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scribed in the above statement of the Register of 
the Treasury as “notes redeemed and funded, 
issued under acts prior to act of 22d July, 1846,” 
$67 ,622. 

The chairman of the Committee on Finance in 
the Senate acknowledges the error of $1,401,900. 
I endeavored to show that the amount was in those 
Statements $1,537,144. If the above statement is 
correct, it would be about $20,000 more. This 
error of erroneously deducting the $67,622, or 


$77,178, is persisted in. It is an error. The ob- 


ject is to show the ameunt of treasury notes and 


loan available. This is found by showing the 
amount which has been heretofore used in ex- 
change for specie, and in payment of debts, deduct- 
ing the amount “ redeemed.’’ In this statement 
of the amount “‘ redeemed”? is entered this sam of 
$67,622, and thus much diminishes the amount of 
*‘avails,’* and increases the amount available in 
future. This is wrong. A portion of the stock 
authorized under the loans of 1846 and 1847, is 
used to pay an old debt. The amount of stock 
thus used, is properly placed as a part of the avails 
of these notesand loan. The stock is outstanding, 
and constitutes a part of the public delt. It was 
applied to pay treasury notes issued under former 
acts. This is the same as if applied to pay any 
other debt, and that is the same as if it had been 
exchanged for specie, and that specie applied to 
pay that debt, or for any other purpose. The 
stock is outstanding, a debt against the Govern- 
ment. So much of the loans of 1846 and 1847 
have been used. It cannot be used again. It di- 
minishes the amount on hand. If it is said that 
this is merely a payment of an old debt by g new 
one, it is true; but nothing to the purpose. Much 
of this loan has been very properly so applied. 
The amount of stock or notes on hand is as effect- 
ually exhausted by taking up an old loan, or pay- 
ing any old debt, as by exchanging the amount for 
specie. Surely nothing can be more evident, and 
yet the Department of the Treasury, and the friends 
of the Secretary and Administration in both Houses 
of Congress, persist in this gross error. The ques- 
tion is, whether the amount of the avails of treas- 
ury notes and Joans of 1846 and 1847 for the 
quarter is reduced, because a part of the notes or 
loan is applied to pay this old debt. These notes 
are not reissuable, but are cancelled when paid, 
like any other debt, and just so much of the loans 
of 1846 and 1847, as is used to pay them, does 
most clearly so much reduce the balance remain- 
ing available of the notes and loans of 1846 and 
1847. 

It will be seen, by a reference to the statement of 
the Register, that the amount of $67,622 is twice 
deducted from the avails of the notes for the quar- 
ter. First it is deducted as a part of the sum of 
$2,385,329 63, or, which gives the same result, of 


$2,242,350, from the sum of $30,426,577 45; and, | 
having thus much reduced the avails of the treas- | 


ury notes, it is again deducted from those avails 
thus reduced. 


Instead of being deducted from the | 


avails of treasury notes, it should have been de- | 
ducted from the sum of $2,385,329 63, and so | 
much reduced the amount to be subtracted from | 


the avails of treasury notes. If it is claimed that 
the act of January 28, 1847, authorized the issue 


of stock beyond the $33,000,000, to provide treas- | 


ury notes issued under prior acts—which I do not 
admit—it does not relieve the difficulty. 
but think that this sum is entirely wrong, and that 
no such sum exists on the books of the treasury. 
It purports to be a part of the sum of $2,385,329 
63. By the statement furnished to the Committee 
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random, and to force a balance. If this be so, it 
destroys all confidence in the statements of the 
Treasury Department, and shows not only confu- 
sion but recklessness. It isa very serious matter, 
indeed, if, when purporting to furnish offictally a 
statement of facts as actually appearing on the 
books of the treasury, an officer at the department 
furnishes at random, and without knowledge or 
eXamination, the figures necessary to balance the 
account. Tam by no means sure that I understand 
the explanation of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
or Register, if he is the responsible person; but if 
I do, the explanation sought to be given in no way 
relieves the difficulty; and if there were any such 
sum, the error would not be obviated at all. 

11, 12, 18. The then remaining sums of 
714,705 45, $6,285,294 55, and $34,000,000, being 
the results of the previous erroneous calculations, 
are of course themselves grossly wrong. ‘The 
sum of $6,285,294 55 was not the true amount of 
treasury notes available for the remainder of the 
fiscal year ending June 30, {848, and the full 
amount of $33,000,000 is not the true result of the 
previous figures in this statement of the Register 
of the Treasury. 

1 have thus shown that the whole of this state- 
mentof the Register is wrong, and that there is no 


S26,- 


; soundness whatever in it; that scarcely one indi- 
| vidual entry out of the thirteen is right; but they 


are very far from the truth, provided the recent 
statements furnished at the Treasury Department 
are correct. 

In the course of this investigation, I have thus 
sustained the positions assumed by me in my for- 
mer speech, except so far as I have shown that 
the tables themselves connected with the report 
of the Secretary of the Treasury are wrong. On 
the basis of that report no position then assumed has 
been successfully assailed, but all are, as I suppose, 
fully vindicated. 

I have not time or patience to give a full detail 
of numerous other errors pointed out by my hon- 
orable friend from Pennsylvania, derived from the 
books and officers at the department. I will con- 
tent myself, and relieve the House from these dry 
details, with giving the results as they are exhib- 
ited by his very full and precise statements on 
some of the points. 

The discrepancies shown by bringing down the 
statement to the first December, 1847, in relation 
to these treasury notes issued under the two acts 
of 1846 and 1847 are as follows: 

As to the amount of stock issued under the act 
of July, 1846, the report of the Secretary and the 
statement of the committee differ $115,200. 

As to the stock issued under the act of January 
28, 1847, $1,050,452. 

As to the notes outstanding under the act of 
1846, the difference is $178,150; and, under the act 
of 1847, $1,437,400. 

Astothe amountofnotes and loan available at the 
Treasury, December 1, 1847, under the act of 1846, 
$293,350, and under the act of 1847, $386,950. 

There is only one of the propositions taken by 
me in my former speech which now remains to be 


| briefly noticed: 


I cannot |! 


| made to explain it. 


on Public Expenditures, the items of this sum ap- || 


pear, and the only entry of treasury notes funded 


under prior acts for the quarter ending October 1, | 


1847, is the sum of $22,478. 


| ury Department has undertaken to answer it. 


“7, That the statement of the amount of public debt and 
interest paid during the year ending December 1, 1847, is 
more than $10,400,000, as shown by table FE, and less, as 


|| shown by table Q, than $9,300,000 for seventeen months, 


embracing the period mentioned in table bk.” 


This discrepancy is admitted, but no attempt is 
It is a practical and interest- 
ing question how much of our public debt has been 
paid during the year. It would seem to be an 
easy question to answer. The head of the Treas- 


In 


/one place he says thatin twelve months it was 


Sand 9. The two sums of $28,184,227 45 and | 


$28,116,605 45, on account of these errors and 


those previously pointed out, are of course far | 


from the true amounts. 
10. ** Deduct also the amount of treasury notes 


issued under acts of 1846 and 1847 which were in | 
the hands of the accounting officers on the Ist | 


October, 1847, and not covered by warrants, but 
which notes, when covered, will make the charge 


against the treasury equal to the notes converted || 


into stock or received for public dues, $1,401,900.” 
If I am right in the positions which have been 


taken in relation to the previous entries in thia | 


statement, the inevitable conclusion is, that this 
last amount is purely fictitious, given entirely at 


$10,480,362 14, and in another place that it was 
but $9,045,511 35 for seventeen months, including 
the same twelve months. In other words, thatthe 
amount paid in the whole seventeen months was 


| $1,219,103 06 less than in three-quarters of that 


| mentioned ? 


time. 

I ask, sir, does the Secretary know himself how 
much of the public debt was paid during the times 
If so, is it to insult or deceive Con- 
gress that such a statement is sent to us? Formy 
own part, I do not suppose that the Secretary had 
any idea wRatever on the subject, otherwise how 
could so monstrous a mistake have been commit- 
ted? Is it true that the books in the department 
are in so vicious a system or so badly kept that on 


\| a point like this they contradict each other, and 
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the Secretary knows go little about the whole mat- 
ter, that, not knowing what is right, he sends in 
both, and leaves Congress to guess for themselves? 
If he cannot tell how much we have paid during 
the year , does he know how mute hweowe withany 
certainty or aceuracy? Hlas he any better means 
of knowing the amount receive d mto or pate oul 
of the tteasury for any other purpose? Can he tell 
the armountin the treasury? Ifa thief should steal 
by night, ora dishonest agent should abstract a 
few hundred thousands at a time, would he know 
a? Uf the department is in such a condition as to 
render it necessary to make such mnaconsistent state- 
ments, to the extentof millions of dollars, in rela- 
tion to the public debt, what is the securily about 
anything connected with this department? 

Did my time permit, | would inquire why it is 
that the Secretary considers the exchange of stock 
for treasury notes asa payment of the public debt? 
Why is it thatin a “statement of the amount of 
the public debt paid from the Ist December, 1846, 
tothe Ist December, 1847,’ he includes some three 
millions, more or less, being the amount of stock 
issued im exchange for treasury notes? Does the 
Secretary regard this operation asa payment? If 

it will be an exceedingly easy matter for the 
Government to relieve itself from the $100,000,000 
of debt which my honorable colleague in the Sen- 
ate (Mr. Nites] supposes will be against us on 
the Ist July next, ifthe treaty of peace 1s ratified 
with Mexico. LT cannot, however, enlarge upon 
this and sundry other vagaries of the Secretary. 

Now, sir, what is the excuse for all this? He 
makes no excuse publi ly to Convress, which is 
his duty, but leaves it for the writers in the Gov- 
ernment organ and other ne wWspapers to make his 
lame and disereditable apology. ‘The attempt is to 
sereen the head of the department by charging the 
blunders upon subordinate officers, to cast off the 
responsibility from the shoulders where the law 
hes placed it, upon some subordinate. When, in 
obedience to law, he has made his statements to 
Congress of the past receipts and expenses of the 
(iovernment, and these are found to be grossly 
erroneous, is the Secretary to turn an inquiring and 
indignant Congress and people toa Register, and 
he toan aged clerk, and that clerk to a younger 
What are the duties of the Sec- 
retary of the ‘Treasury? Hus general duties the 
law prescribes as follows, in the “act to establish 
the ‘Treasury Department,’”’ of September 2, 1789: 


one, and sO On ° 


“Sec. 1. The Secretary of the Treasury is to be * deemed 
the head of the Departinent,’ &c. 

‘Sec. 2. Thatitsball be the duty of the Secretary of the 
lreasury todigestand prepare plans for the improvement 
and inanagement of the revenue, and for the support of pub 
he ercdit; to prepare and report esumates of the public rev- 
eoue ; to decide on the forms of Keeping and stating accounts 
wid making returns; and to grant, under the limitations 
herein established, or to be hereafter provided, all warrants 
for moneys to be issaed from the treasury in pursuance of 
appropriations by law, &c., and generally to pertorm all such 
erviees in relation to the finances as be shall be directed to 
perform.’ —1 Stat. at Large, 65, 66. 

In addition to these plain provisions of the law, 
} refer the ELouse to a most able report made some 
years since by a committee of Congress on the 
duties of the different officers of the Treasury De- 
partment, It points out the duties of the Secretary 
as follows: 


*“ The Secretary of the Treasury superintends the collec- 
tion and receipts and the disbursement of public moneys. In 
consequence of this, all authorities for transferring them 
fiom one public agent to another, or for the final disburse- 
mentotthem, originate with hin. He directs the drawing 
of moneys into the treasury, and regalates the time, manner, 
und cirearstances, sabject to the sanctions preseribed by 
law, and judges exclusively of the other officers of the de- 
putment when and whatdisbursements are to be made, sub- 
joel nevertheloss to the check of the Comptroller, who, in 
countersigning Warrants, is jointly responsible with him for 
their being conforiuable toa, propriations by law; and to the 
further cheek aud setiiement of the accounts of all persons 
to whom he may have caused advances of public money 
by the Auditor and Comptroijier. All warrants for the pay- 
ment of mone Vy mito the treasury, or for the payinent of 
money out of the treasury, are tirst signed by him. It is 
also his duty to decide on the forms of keeping all public 
accounts.”’ 


What is understood by the Secretary’s being 
the ** head” of the Treasury Department? Is it 
not meant that he shall superintend and direct the 
affairs of the department; that he shall distribute 
among the different officers and clerks their appro- 
priate duties; direct the modes of keeping the ac- 
counts, and cause to be furmshed the materials 
necessary for fully understanding the condition of 
the public treasury, and to enable him to make his 


reports to Congress; in a word, that he should be | 
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the head,us the clerks and other officers are the 


hands—that he should devise, arrange, digest, and 
they execute the labors assigned them? 

The specific duties of the Secretary in relation to 
treasury notes are as follows: 

"Phat tt shal) be the duty of the Secretary of the Treas- 
wry to report lo Congress, at te ecommencementot each ses 
sion, the amount of treasury notes which have been issued 
uruler the provisions of this act; the amount redeemed, and 
the manner in which redeemed; the amouat purchased, and 
ot whom, and at what tine purchased; and the amount re- 
issued, statiug in heaof which redemption they are reissued, 
with the date of sneh reissue, during the preceding year.’ 
Stat. 2d sess. 2th Oong., Awh Jan., Ib47, eec. 22, 


Although, sir, the Sccretary is required by law 
**to report to Congress, at the commencement of 
each session, the amount [of tréasury notes} re- 
issued, stating in lien of which redemption they 
are reissued, with the date of such reissue during 
the preceding year,’’ he has not seen fit to make 
any such report; and, as I am informed by the | 
honorable gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. 
Stroum,} he has not learned from the department 
—what seems to me almost incredible—that any 
account whatever has been kept at the department | 
at all of the treasury notes reissued, either the | 
amount, or date, or in lieu of which redemption | 
they are reissued. 

I wish to know, sir, whether this violation of | 
the plain and positive statute is the fault of a clerk | 
or of a register; and L ask, what apology is given 
for the omission of these important entries? No | 
one of the duties presented by this section of the 
act has been intelligibly and correctly performed; 
and one important branch is entirely omitted, not 
only in the report, but, as | suppose, in the books 
themsélves. 

It is certainly true that clerks may commit mis- | 
takes in their accounts for moderate amounts, 
which may escape detection of the most careful | 
and competent persons; but these are not such 
mistakes at all. Those lo which I formerly referred 
all appear or the face of the Secretary "5 oon report, 
with the exception of one table furnished by the | 
Secretary of the Treasury. It wasclearly the duty 
of the Register, if he has any duty whatever to 
perform, from the materials furnished by his own 
officers, to make a plain and clear statement of the 
main facts to Congress, divested of all the techni- 
calities of clerks or registers. The only materials | 
which I then bad was from his own report and the 
accompanying tables, and he certainly had the | 
same. In the first place,it was his duty to correct 
the obvious errors appearing on the face of some } 
of the tables, or by comparison of them. It cer- 
tainty was his pecnliar province, in the brief sum- | 
mary in the first and second pages of his report, to 
make a correct use of the materials furnished him, 
and not have made a blunder in the first instance 
of, as he afterwards supposed, $6,915,000, and a 
counter-mistake, now acknowledged, but long de- 
nied, of more than one million four hundred thou- | 
sand dollars. ‘That very sum of $6,915,000 was 
retually contained in table B, furnished by the 
Register to the Secretary, and printed with his own 
report, showing the receipts and expenditures of 
the first quarter of the present fiscal year. That 
table was very short, containing but seventeen en- 
tries, and was one of the tables furnished to the 
Secretary to enable him to make his still more | 
general statement to Congress. This general state- 
ment is contained in the first three pages of the 
Seeretary’s report, and yet he leaves out this most | 
important sum from the statement of the actual 
receipts into the treasury during the quarter. 

Truly, Mr. Chairman, if it is not the duty of 
the Secretary to attend to sucle services, | know 
not what his duties are. Next to the fact that 
such blunders could be committed by any head of 
the Treasury, is the scarcely less surprising one 
that such excesses should be made by his friends. 

One word, Mr. Chairman, in relation to the 
statement of domestic exports from this country, 
and the poetic flights of the imaginative Secretary 
to which I referred. 

In many other poetical works the authors often 
so overload the page with copious explanatory 
statements that the notes are said to have run away 
with the poetry. Not so with Mr. Walker. His 
poetry has surely run away with his ‘ notes.”’ 
He evidently considered these treasury notes as a | 
very minor matter, to be left to the registers, and 
clerks, and other drudges about the treasury, and 
that the field of fiction, the * enthusiasm,”’ the | 
wild and eXtravagant visions as to the future, | 


May I, 


were not only his pecaliar province, but his so 
duty. a 
Since my former speech in relation to the & 
tary’s report, I have followed out the calculatio, 
as to the domestic exports of the country a thn 
basis furnished by him, for the period of twe a 
years from the 30th June, 1846, as it was desirg 
ble to know what our ability would be to pay ie 
these loans which we are making. A young frie. 
of mine has done the figuring for me, and mforma 
me, that in the year 1866, on the principle of table 
CC in the Secretary’s report, the amount of do. 
mestic exports would be $334,640,302,925 34, esi). 


ere 
ecre. 


y 


awd 

mating the increase at 48 per cent.; which would 
be more than $16,000 annually, in a population 
of 20,000,000, for every man, woman and child in 
the United States. [do not understand that t), 
Secretary supposes that the population of the coun. 
try is also to increase in the same ratio of 48 
cent. annually. 

The learned chairman of Finanee of the Senate 
seems to think that in L870 we shall havea popu- 
lation of 38,000,000. ‘And surely,” says he, 
**this may be considered a sinking fund sufficien, 
for a loan of sixteen millions.’’ [ am willing to 
be liberal on this subject, and call it 40,000,009. 
The amount of domestic exports would average 
for each person over $8,000 annually; and a very 
moderate tax on such enormous exports of three 
cents on a hundred dollars of the export of 1866, or 
$3 upon $10,000, would not only pay off the pal- 
try loan of $16,000,000, bat a debt of $100,000 vou 
in one year! 

The table as to the increase of tonnage would 
show, if carried out, similar extravagant results, 
although the ratio of increase is less, and the num- 
ber of vessels and the amount of tonnage leas, 
which would lead to this disastrous result: that the 
quantity of our goods to be exported would be far 
greater than the number and tonnage of our ves- 
sels would enable us to transport. 

I do not mean to do the Secretary of the Treas- 
wry injustice. He does not say that this result to 
its full extent will follow, but he does cause to be 
prepared these tables, duly certified, and comments 
upon them as affording an approximation at least 
to the truth, and as furnishing a fair basis of cal- 
culation for the future. 

But, most unluckily for the Secretary, while he 
was yet writing, while his eye, 

* With fine fancy rolling,’ 

was kindling with the prospect of the glorious re- 
sult of his free-trade policy, the foundation of the 
whole was sinking under him—like the milkmaid 
in the fable, who suddenly dashed to the ground 
the source of all her wealth, and the foundation of 
her schemes of future grandeur. My honorable 
and respected colleague in the Senate, [Mr. Nires,} 
im an able speech on the finances a few days since, 
has furnished some important facts on the subject 
of the domestic exports of the country. He has 
shown in that speech, from sources of information 
which he regarded as reliable, that instead of any 
increase, there had been a remarkable decline in 
our domestic exports. His statement ia as fol- 
lows: 

*“T have a document here which will show the condition 
of our exports for the last six months, and for a correspond- 
ing period last year. It was received from a commercial 
friend in New York: 

Statement of the Exports of Breadstuffs from this country to 

Great Britain, from September 1, 1847, to March 4, 1848. 
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Meat, | Wheat. €orn. | 




















From— | Phils. | Bhls. | Bushels. | Bushels, 
New York .........| 137,082) 39,913) 177,934) 751,171 
N. Orleans to Feb. 25 13,554) 20,656, 33,195) 322,830 
Philadelphia........! 1,535) 19,839) - | 76,148 
Raltimore.......... } 770\ 1.796) 4,000; 88,478) 
BOGOR sis 600s ssecee | 504 3,100) - | 77,494 

~ - | 21,184 


Other ports to Feb. 25, - 


| 








,. ee caches he | 153,415, 76,104! 215,139 ) 337,204 
The exports for the | | | 
same period a year} | 








| | 
ago, were ceareees| 1,258,876, 248,852 1,273,882, 6,931,640) 
Decrease.........++! 1,105,431! 172,748) 1,058,743 onal 


‘T have computed the value of these exports for each 
period in New York, assuming for last year’s prices $8 50 
for flour, #2 25 for wheat, @5 50 for meal, and $1 12} for 
corn; and for the last period the prices ruling at the present 
time. The total value of the exports for the first period ex- 
ceeds $22,000,000, and those of the last period a little more 
than $2,000,000; showing a difference of over $20,000,000. 
The freights for the first period exceed 3,000,000, and for 
the last are less than $200,000; so that the loss on the 
freights, had it all gone to American citizens, exceeds the 
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mount of the exports and freights for the last six 
ontis. ‘The facts in this statement were taken from the 
c ymuercial Shipping List, and are presumed to be substan- 
ually correct. oe 

« Phis astonishing decline in our exports does not afford 
a very encouraging prospeet for our trade the coming year. 
Ti e balance agaist us Wie present year will be large, prob- 
ably from twenty to thirty millions. Tt is ascertained to 
amount to twelve millions the first quarter.” 

It thus appears that in six months, in the arti- 
cles of wheat, corn, flour, and meal, the exports 
fell off $20,000,000 outof $22,000,000, and that the 
freights on the amount for the first period were more 
than the entire value of the export of the last pe- 
riod. All this was occurring at the very time when 
these absurd calculations were made and presented 
to Congress, and, although the details were not 
known, the general fact of the great falling off of 
the domestic exports was known to every one, and 
it seems to be incredible that Mr Walker, whose 
sition gave him the best means of knowledge, 
should have been ignorant of the fact, that at the 
very time when he was writing and sending in to 
Congress these fallacious and deceptive calcula- | 
tions of the great increase of our exports, those | 
exports, instead of increasing, had fallen off in an | 
astonishing degree. The fact was contradicting 
the theory, at the very moment when the theorist, 
almost necessarily Knowing the fact, was urging 
his speculations, which were directly in conflict 
with them. 

I am greatly tempted by the ample materials 
furnished by the report of the Secretary to bring | 
forward before a reflecting community the lucubra- 
tions of the Secretary, which, if not so absurd as to 
be ridiculous, would have called forth the severest 


whole a 


public censure for their injurious and disorgan- || 


izing tendency. This is, however, aside from my | 
present purpose; my present object being not to | 
assail Mr. Walker’s principles or his estimates, | 
but to point Out his mistakes upon his own princi- | 
ples, and to show the utter disorder and confusion 
existing, as might be expected, in his department. 
So far from there being only occasionally an 
error in these statements of the Treasury Depart- 
ment, there is scarcely a correct statement of any 
one amount which 1s given in relation to these 
treasury notes. I am rejoiced that the Committee 
on Public Expenditures have taken the matter in | 
and. I trust that they will not intermit their ef- | 
forts until the subject shall be thoroughly investi- 
gated by an actual examination of the books in the 
treasury. The officers at the treasury have given 
statements enough. No two agree, and no one of | 
them is entitled to the least confidence. If the com- | 
mittee require the aid of a clerk, the House should | 


of the Committee of Ways and Means to the war 
bill of the majority, how it has happened that the 
friends of the Administration in the Senate preferred 
the bill to the substitute—the loan to treasury 
notes? At the instance of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, the honorable gentlemen of the minority 
of the Committee of Ways and Means were éx- 
ceedingly earnest and impassioned on the sub- 
ject. 

It was, indeed, somewhat difficult for my hon- 
orable friend from New York, [Mr. Nicous J with 
all his ability and ingenuity, to show the import- 
ance of a substitute which (as the amount autho- 
rized to be outstanding under all acts was limited 
to $20,000,000, and the amount at the time out- 
standing was $19,500,000) could only authorize 
an issue at the time of half a million of dollars 
in treasury notes, and when the only mode of in- 
creasing the issues of treasury notes was by other 
notes being exchanged for stock of the very char- 
acter provided to be issued under the loan. bill. 
That honorable gentleman made the most ingenious 
and plausible defence in his power; but, with most 
of the friends of the Administration in the House 
of Representatives, it seemed to be enouch that the 
plan was the project of the great financier at the 
head of the Treasury. The majority in this House 
were charged with a design to embarrass the Ad- 
ministration in carrying on this beautiful war with 
Mexico. The ‘‘organ’”’ gave the pitch, and all 
the smaller instruments sent forth their discordant 
notes. Barnburners and Hunkers, the “‘ Hards’’ 
and the ‘*Softs,” the * Chivalry’? and Wilmot 
Proviso men found one subject on which all could 
agree, and that was the denunciation of the factious 
spirit of the “ Mexican Whigs,” as the courteous 
editor of the “ Union”? calls his political opponents. 
The cautious, able, and prudent chairman of the 


Committee of Ways and Means was considered | 
| as the *‘ chief traitor,’’ and the confiding Democrats | 
in the wilds of Maine and Iowa, on the Hudson 


and the Columbia rivers, in all quarters of ‘our 
free and happy country,” have been led to look 
upon my friend as a ‘* monster”’ of a ** most fright- 
ful mien.’’ 
in this House, and unscrupulous attacks of the 
official newspaper, are just seen returning from 
the remote regions of the country. They must 
be exceedingly agreeable to our friends on the other 


| side of the House. 


at onee grant it. The question is one of very se- || 


rious consequence, and the honor as well as inter- 
est of the nation and of the head of the department | 
require that the real facts in this matter should be 
ascertained and laid before the country. If this is 
the state of the treasury, what an inducement is 
held out for fraudulent agents and officers in all 
parts of the country to embezzle the funds of the 
Government. They will naturally suppose that | 
their small peculations will pass unnoticed in the | 
confusion of the finances, 
I have had nothing to say on the estimates of the | 
Secretary or to the accruing revenue. Those esti- | 
mates may or may not be correct. The whole is | 
of course a matter of conjecture. The calculations 
of the most sagacious are frequently disappointed, | 
while the most reckless person may sometimes | 
guess right. Whenever the enormous errors of 
fact and figures of the Secretary’s own report are | 
pointed out, the only answer is, that the Secretary | 


has, at all events, guessed right as to the future | 
means of the Government. 

‘Ifthe Secretary of the Treasury makes a mistake | 
of seven millions of dollars in stating the amount 
actually received into the treasury during the first 
quarter after he has received it, you are told by his 
friends that, at all events, he can give a capital guess 
what will be received in the next three quarters. 
When another mistake of a million and a half is 
pointed out, it is at first denied that there is an 
mistake, and then it is declared to be of very om 
consequence, and we are given to understand that | 
the head of the department is so much occupied | 
in conjecturing about the future that he has not | 
ume to inform himself or any one else of its pres- | 
ent condition. 


It may not, Mr. Chairman, be inappropriate to | 
ask of those gentlemen in this House who voted | 
for the treasury-note substitute of the minority | 


| thought so vital, he now entirely abandons. 


It is a notorious fact that there are but very few 
gentlemen in this Flouse who have any confidence 
whatever in the practical skill and wisdom of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, and yet he seems to 
change them about with the utmost ease. He 
recommends a substitute of treasury notes for a 
loan, and consents to such restrictions as to ren- 
der it nugatory. The venerable ex-chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means [Mr. McKay} 
introduces the measure with due solemnity; it re- 
ceives every Democratic vote in the House, but is 
lost. When it reaches the Senate, the friends of 
the Administration, and Mr. Walker himself, do 
not think the loan bill so bad a bill after all. The 
measure of treasury notes, which the Secretary 
The 
Committee of Finance of the Senate, in accord- 
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appropriation. He read the estimates for this pur- 
vx0se from a paper before him. 

Mr. SAWYER next rose, but he said he did 
not propose to make a speech on the subject now 
before the committee. They had heard Buncombe 
speeches enough, while the important business of 
the session remained unfinished. He thought the 
majority should turn its attention to the business 
of the House, and when they had got through that, 
let them adjourn, or, if there was any time left, 
they might then go to work, and make Buncombe 
speeches. {Laughter.] The bill before the com- 
mittee was a bill to provide for the payment of 
pensions due to the old soldiers who had faithfully 
served their country, and while that was under 
consideration, the gentleman from Connecticut 
[Mr. Rockwett] got up, and made a tirade against 
the Secretary of the Treasury. He presumed there 
was no person in that Hall who thought it neces- 
sary to reply to that tirade. The Secretary of the 
Treasury stood so high above the reach of these 
little squibs that his reputation as a man and as a 


| financier was not to be prejudiced by any of these 


. ° * . v “a 
little innuendoes and insinuations. The Secretary 
of the Treasury stood perfectly secure above them 


all, and not one of his friends on this floor would 


consider it necessary to say one word in reply 
and in vindication of his conduct or his talent. 
And he micht say also that the attacks which 
had been made on the President of the United 
States, charging him with dereliction of duty, and 
a premeditated determination to involve the coun- 
try ina war with Mexico, and with pursuing a 
course that was in opposition to the interests of 
the country, deserved no reply. There were gen- 
tlemen there who had taken a peculiar interest in 
examining the orders for the marching of our 
troops on the Rio Grande, to see whether the date 
of this order coincided with the occurrence of this 
or that fact, for the purpose of ascertaining if they 
could not, by some means, bring the Executive 
into disrepute. He would say to those gentlemen 


| that the time would come, and there would pass 


ance with his views, as will not be denied, report || 


back the very loan bill which this House had 
passed, amid the denunciations of the leaders of the 
Administration, and a Democratic Senate passes 
it without a murmur. These changes, sir, come 
easier from their frequency. The President has 


; accustomed his friends to these sudden and unex- 


|| pected movements; and I must do them the credit 


to say that they are far more patient and submis- 


| sive than on some former occasions. 


Mr. STRONG rose to make an inquiry in re- 
gard to a matter which had perplexed him some- 


| what. The bill, in the first paragraph, provides 





; 


the pay for revolutionary pensioners under the act 
of 1818, and so on; provision was made for other 
classes; but there was nothing for the payment of 
that large class of pensioners under the act of the 
7th of June, 1832. More than 4,000 pension cer- 
ficates were granted under that act. There was 
probably a larger number of these certificates out- 
standing than of those under the act of 1818. He 
asked the chairman to make some explanation that 
might satisfy his mind with reference to this appa- 
rent omission in the items of the bill. 

Mr. VINTON. The appropriations in the bill 


away but a few years first, when the people of 
these United States would look at these speeches, 
delivered on this floor, condemning the acts of the 
Executive, and remember the course those gentle- 
men pursued, when their special pleading would 
have been forgotten. When the war shall have 
ceased, the special pleading of gentlemen would 
not be permitted to be presented in bar of the ne- 
cessary consequences of such conduct; for then, 
without regarding such special pleadings, the peo- 
ple would endeavor to learn who, when their coun- 
try was engaged in a foreign war, were against 
their own country, and took sides with the enemy. 
This fact would rise up when the special pleading 
of gentlemen about the recall of this minister and 
the issuing of this or that order would have been 
forgotten, and they would not be able to escape 
from the just indignation of the people. — 

He perceived that there was no desire on the 

art of the committee to debate the merits of this 
[it all the speeches made upon it were made for 
Buncombe—that was the correct term, and he de- 
sired to give things their right names. He there- 
fore hoped the committee would rise and report 
the bill to the House. If no other gentleman de- 
sired to make a speech, he should himself desist; 
but if any other gentleman desired to make a 
speech on the merits of this bill, he had no objec- 
tions, and might himself indulge in a few remarks. 
But he had sat here five months 

Mr. VINTON interposed and begged permission 
to say to the gentleman from Ohio, that since this 
bill had been reported to the House, the War De- 
partment had sent in some ailditional estimates, 
which would require some additions to be made 
to the bill before the committee could rise and 
report it to the House. But for this, he should be 
glad if the committee should rise and report at 
once. 

Mr. SAWYER understood that his colleague 
[Mr. Vinton] was anxious to push forward the 
business of the House. In his position as chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means, he 
(Mr. S.) must say that his colleague had done 
everything that any man could desire. him to do to 





| push forward the business of legislation; but he 


would remark that he had sat here for five months, 


and in that time he had not attempted to get the 
| floor for the purpose of making Buncombe speeches. 
were based on the estimates from the office of the || He had no need of such speeches in his disprict; 


Secretary of War. The act of 1832 made its own |! and he believed, when the time should come to 
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session the act of 1844 had been renewed. 


take the important vote in Ohio, it would be found | gentleman from Pennsylvania alluded, and not to 



















that they did not need them there. ‘The people in | raise him up to them. The Commissioner of Pen- | commencement of the session no ies = 
Ohio were intelligent, and speeches of that kind || sions now received a salary of $2,500 per annum, | prepared by the Secretary for these Pensions — apni 
found litle favor with them. He had been bored | which appeared to bean ample compensation forthe | cause the law which created them had expires, 2 ss 
by such speeches from both sides of the House, | head of any bureau in this city. He would take | Since, however, the bill renewing the act of 1844 al 
and he believed if a stranger should come into this || occasion to say, that in making the motion of which | had been passed, the estimates had been sent | 4 : ive 
Hall and inquire for the Speaker, he would not |) he had given notice, he should not do it with any | and now it became necessary to insert this fe shot 
take the gentleman who occupied the Speaker's || feeling of hostility to, or disapprobation of, those | Agreed to. - wail 
chair for the Speaker. Some three or four gentle- | officers, particularly the Commissioner of Pen- On motion of Mr. VINTON, the item for hate. Nor 
men, who almost any day could be found on the | sions, for he believed the duties and labors of that || pay pensions to widows and orphans, payable opel 
floor, would be more likely to be looked upon as | gentleman were very arduous, and that they were | through the Third Auditor’s office, was amended ON 
the Speaker than the gentleman who really held |) as well performed by him as were the duties of the | by adding the words ‘in addition to an unex. to 2 
that position m this House. Nay, there were some | head of any bureau in connection with this Gov- || pended balance in the treasury of $8,790 04." ae 
thirty gentlemen in this House who appeared to | ernment. There were several—he believed the Mr. VINTON said, in the last item, there wa, met 
claim the exclusive right to speak on every sub- | number was three—heads of bureaus in the Post || an error in relation to the date from which the item \ 
yect; and having gone over all the ordinary topics, || Office Department who received the annual com- | was created. It provided for arrearages prior to if | 
* ‘they were now beginning again, with the evident |! pensation of $2,500. There were, too, he believed, | the Ist of January, 1817, payable through the the 
design to go the round again, and to occupy the || others—for instance, the Comptroller, and Audi- | offices of the Second and Third Auditors. Instead aa 
attention of the House to the exclusion of allothers. || tor, and Register of the Treasury—who received | of “January, 1817,’ the date should he July ol 
And perhaps it was well that there were these few || $3,000 per annum. 1815.’? The item should also be amended by the fro 
eentiemen with the capacity to enlighten not only Mr. SAWYER wished to suggest to the gentle- || addition of the words ‘in addition to an unex. | 
this assembly, but this country. The wide world || man from Tennessee that he might make an addi- | pended balance in the treasury of $3,201 45.” cat 
would be in darkness if these gentlemen were not | tion to his contemplated motion, that there was || The item was amended in accordance with Mr. as 
here to enlighten it. And yet their constituents || one officer of this Government who received $4,500 | VinTon’s suggestions. an 
lind some claims on the smaller lights for the ex- || for one office, while at the same time he was re- Mr. McKAY then proposed to add the following lat 
3 ereise of talents they were supposed to possess. | ceiving $1,500 for another. One single individual | additional sections by direction of the Committee ey 
ee It might be that they should eenneter make a |) received these two separate sums. | of Ways and Means: to 
Bey «peech, if the gentlemen to whom he had referred || Mr. G. W. JONES supposed the gentleman Sec. . 4nd he it furiher enacted, That no pension for al. ol 
would be magnanimous enough to permitit, He || from Ohio alluded to the head of the coast survey. | ged disability either in the army, navy, militia, or volun. pe 
: had a desire to make one himself on a certain sub- He would say to that gentleman, that if he would at tingid er Big Pr cudar Ge come Lu 
a ject; but he was not inclined to obtrude himself on propose an amendment to bring that down to || from the time the disability occurred. ee or 
the time of the House, and speak to a question | $2,500, it should have his (Mr. J.’s) vote. A Sec. . And be it further enacted, That in all future ap. fo 
te which was not re ally under consideration. Ithad || salar y of $2,500 was equal to the interest, at six plications, either under the act entitled “An act for the relief 1 
¢ been the custom during the prese nt session to pass || per cent., on, he believed, about $45,000; and it | Scotto Neseeen bes tk. as ie a = A 
. bills first and speak on them afterwards, but he | might be considered, in any part of the United | titled “An act for the relief of eertain surviving officers and 
i disliked to do that. Ile would like to say some- States. that an individual who was worth $45,000, soldiers of the Revolution,” approved June 7, 1832, the pay a 
- Seat about ine late ae and - the sul J ae | or was in the receipt of the interest of that sum of Cae ee enadee ee | 
kh abolition, and also on the subject of out were {s money, wasin tolerably comfortable circumstances, only from the completion of the proof in each case, and not 
eS in the Presidential campaign. [‘*Ay, that's the || if he might not be considered independent. His | from the time specified in said acts. ; § 
? subject; we all want to speak on that. Go on, || experience there had taught him that the salaries 8 eee oe - ‘res yng That in rae case shali é 
- . , 99) Saal a ani , . z ae ee we 1e widow or child or children of a pensioner who may unde 
' = vs ‘babt eee ae ee oo - i of theese offi wg eee cam always regulated by the | any law be entitled bapenciontrmaeat a pension, receive I 
: | y yw importance of the services which they rendered, |) more than at the rate allowed to the pensioner in his life- 
¥ when he had done, for perhaps he should takea | and the duties which devolved upon them; and they || ime; nor shall the pension allowed be increased in any 1 
E course that would not be pleasing to the gentlemen || hardly ever saw them raised all at once. It so || C@¢ after the death of a pensioner, if the death shall have ‘ 
who desired him to go on, and to certain portions happened, perhaps, that some one of these officers | acon mate Saewe ot the Pension Giles. ] 
of this louse. He was not going into that matter ||} who had been through a long course of public ser- | Mr. McK AY recapitulated the various provis- 1 
. how. He was serious in his opposition to the || yice, and had faithfully served the country and | ions of his amendment, and urged them on the ( 
making of Spec hes for Buncombe w hen such sub- made himself popular with Congress, was recom- attention of the committee. ; | 
fr jects as that under consideration were before the mended for an increase of salary. ‘| Mr. STANTON opposed the amendment, in 







[fouse. If they had a question before them in | 
which the people had not much interest, he might 
perhaps make a speech to consume some of the 
time ofthe House. But this was a serious subject. | 
It was a bill to pay the poor old worn-out soldier, 
and he was not willing to consume the ume which 
should be devoted to the perfecting and passage of || 
such a measure. If gentlemen were inclined to 
propose amendments to this bill, and to abstain 
trom debating about the next Presidency, he would 
desist from any further remarks, and take the risk 
of again obtaiming the floor on some other occa- 
sion. 

Mr. BRODHEAD had an amendment which || 
he desired to offer, if it were now in order, The | 
usual sum paid to the heads of bureaus in this 
Government was $3,000 per annum; but some four 
or five years ago a fit of economy came over Con- 
vress, and the y reduced the compensation of some 
heads of bureaus, or it might be of but one only. 
Now, a very arduous addition had been thrown 
on the head of one of those bureaus, who had a 
% large amount of claims annually to examine, and it 
was proper that he should receive the same amount 
of compensation that was paid to the heads of 
other bureaus. 


But when the proposition came up here, the | parton the ground that the Pension Office was so 
same gentlemen would rise and insist that it would || extremely strict in its construction of all pension 
be partial and unjust not to increase the salary of laws, that it was less likely to allow pensions 
_ all the officers of the same grade in the same pro- || under the law as it now stood than if it should be 

portion, and, as a matter of justice, to avoid what || amended as now proposed. There were many 
gentlemen would call an invidious distinction, they |; cases where individuals were entitled to draw pen- 
were induced to increase the salaries of the others || sions as invalids who abstained from making 
| up to the highest amount paid without regard to || application for them because their circumstances 
| the services rendered. Now, he thought all of the || were not such as to oblige them to apply, and they 
heads of bureaus should be content with $2,500. It postponed it until necessity should compel them. 
was ample compensation; and when the civil and || And, moreover, it often might happen that an in- 
| diplomatic appropriation bill came up, he should | Jury was incurred in the service which did not 

attempt to fix the salaries at that amount. | develop itself until the decline of life. He thought 

Mr. VINTON said it was something like a || the provision proposed by the gentleman from 
month since this bill had been taken up in Com- || North Carolina was likely to increase the difficul- 

mittee of the Whole, and gentlemen might have || “es It was designed to remedy. : ; 
| forgotten the precise object of the amendment || Mr. TOMPKINS had no on to urge against 

which was now pending. He begged, therefore, || any of the amendments whic had been stated by 
to say, that in consequence of changes in the state- the gentleman from North Carolina, except the first. 
ments from the Treasury Department, it was ne- || The restriction therein contained was in the nature 
cessary to amend the first section b increasing the |, of a statute of limitation. Did it mean to operate 
item from “four” to ** fourteen” thousand. The | prospectively, so that applications must be made 
bill was originally drawn up in accordance with || within five years from this time; or did it apply to 
| the estimates of the Secretary of the Treasury, in || cases where the disability had existed already for 
which a mistake had been discovered, and hence | five years? The courts decided that no statute of 
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pe runent, It more properly belonged to the civil 
and diplomatic appropriation bill, to which the 
, gentleman ‘from Pennsylvania could offer his 
b. amendment when it came up for consideration. 


the 4th of July, 1836. The Secretary of War had Mr. T. would have no objections to it; but if it was 
reported that there was an unexpended balance in intended to exclude all from applying now and 
the treasury from former years of $151,156 36; he || hereafter who had already suffere five years to 
therefore moved to add after the words * thirty- || run without applying for their pension after disa- 
six,”’ in the 16th line, the words ‘in addition to | bility had actually occurred, he should be decidedly 
an unexpended balance remaining in the treasury || opposed to it. It would in that case have the nature 
$151,156 36." Agreed to. | of an ex post facto law. : j 

Mr. V. offered the following as a separate item, || Many men had become disabled in the cause of 
| to be inserted after the 17th line of the bill: | their country who were nevertheless men of some 
ae “a ae 'd || «For pensions to widows under the act of the 2d of || substance, and patriotic pride held them back from 
make the motion he had indicate d, he should make February, 1848, in addition to the unexpended balance of || applying for the bounty of the Government so long 


another to eg ralize the compensation of the heads |} $963,729 87 remaining in the treasury of a former appropria- as their circumstances would permit them to get 
of bureaus. His plan would be to level the heads of ae ~~ ama under the act of the 17th of || along without it; but the vicissitudes of life strip- 
bureaus down to the compensation paid to the Come |) “SES DSN Bisbee he. '| ped them of their means, and sheer necessity com- 
missMner of Pensions, to whom he supposed the || 


He would simply state, that during the present u pelled them at length to apply: ought such persons 










\ ANTON ; | the amendment to correct that error. limitation should be retrospective in its application, 
; ae ir. VINTON reminde d the gentleman from || ~The amendment was agreed to. but should in all cases operate only from the date 
. Pennsylvania, that this bill proposed to make ap- || Mr, VINTON said that it was necessary also to | of the law. If the amendment was intended to ap- 
‘ propriations for the payment of pensions, to which || amend the paragraph making an appropriation for | ply to cases where application might be made at 
f the amendment which had been suggested was not pensions to widows and orphans under the act of | any time within five years from the present time, 








Mr. BRODHEAD would forbear then to offer 
his amendment now, but he would offer it when 
the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill was 
under consideration, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessce, wished to give notice 
that when the gentleman from Pennsylvania should 
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.y struggled on for five years without making 
the ggled | 2 

cnolication? Not suspecting that a law would be 
ced to limit the time during which they might 


pass 
app VY» t d ° ° 
: wed of the bounty their country designed they 


hey would, without fault of theirs, be de- | 


chould enjoy, and this without previous notice or | 


warning. \ 
North Carolina was certain such would not be the 
joeration of his amendment? Pa 

"Mr. McK AY said it was far from his intention 


Mr. T. would ask if the gentleman from | 


wy eive the law an operation of that kind, and to | 
wrevent it he was willing to modify his amend- | 


ment. 


Mr. McK. thereupon modified the first section 


his amendment by striking out the words +s from 
the time the disability arose,’’ and inserting ‘*‘ from 
aod after the passage of this act, and within five 
years after any such disability which may arise 
fom and after the passage of this act.’’ 


Mr. VAN DY 


«statute of limitation for all future time, and such 
an one as he was unwilling to advoeate. He re- 
lated a recent case where a soldier deprived of an 


E did not see how the modifi- | 
eation removed the difficulty. ‘The law would be | 


eyeand a leg had still energy and resolution enough | 
t) earn his own bread for thirty years, but was now | 


old and in adversity. 
patriotic pride might often delay making applica- 
tion for more than five years after disability actually 
occurred; many were ignorant, and might remain 


Men of resolution and of | 


for that time and longer unapprised that they were | 


entitled to receive any pension: ought such to be 
cut off? 


Mr. COCKE concurred in the propriety of the | 
amendment, especially as it had now been modified, | 


jtwas high time Congress should take some legis- 
lation on this subject. ‘The Commissioner of Pen- 
sions had long been desirous of some provision 
against the payment of such large sums as were 
now drawn from the Government every year for 
back pay. Mr. C. should not so much object to 
it if the money went to the sufferer himself, but 
everybody knew that in nine cases out of ten it fell 
into the hands of harpies who were ever on the 
watch to make a gain of the miseries and the want 
of knowledge of better men than themselves. These 
money sharks got it nearly all. . 

Mr. McK AY said the gentleman from Tennes- 
see was under a great misapprehension if he sup- 


posed the amendment applied to pensions of every | 
description: it had respect to one class only, the | 


invalid pensioners. 


Mr. STANTON said that that was the most | 


meritorious class of all. 


Mr. COCKE again expressed his assent to the | 


first section of the proposed amendment: it only 


gave notice to such as might have long been enti- | 
tled to, but did not claim their pensions, that if, for 
five years longer, they failed to make application, | 


their claim would be barred. 

Mr. STANTON again referred to the case of 
men withheld by pride till poverty compelled them 
to apply. 


Mr. COCKE believed that such cases were ex- | 
tremely rare; and if any extreme cases should 


occur, Congress would provide for them by special 
act. ’ 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, opposed the amend- 
ment, as not likely to effect the object for which it 
was intended. Disability did not always appear 


aS soon as a wound was received, but often not till | 


long afterward; and the strict construction at the 
Pension Office might exclude very meritorious and 


patriotic men from the benefits intended by the | 
law. Pensions were now paid, not from the time | 
of the wound or the time of the disability, but | 


from the date of completing the proof. 
After some further conversation— 


Mr. JONES moved an amendment, which pro- | 
posed to strike out the first section of Mr. McKay’s | 


amendment, and insert: 


“That, upon the application of the widow of a revolu- | 
tionary soldier for a pension, no further proof of the services | 


of the husband shall be required of the widow, if her hus- 
band received a pension in his lifetime.’? 


Mr. J. maintained that if the proof was valid 
for the man, it ought to be deemed sufficient for 
his widow. ‘To require her to establish her claim 
anew by reference to documents, was a hardship 
‘o which she ought not to be exposed. He re- 
ferred to a case in North Carolina, where a clerk, 
Who held the records from which such proof was 
to be drawn, would not examine them for a poor 
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widow under a fee of five dollars, which was often | 17 others, of the same State, for the same object. Also, of 


more than she could pay. 

Mr. McCLELLAND was opposed to all restric- 
tions in our pension laws; he would rather extend 
than restrict them. As to this amendment, it 
would in practice defeat its own object, if that 
object was to give less money in pensions. It 
would operate as a warning to all who had any 
legal claim to come forward and present it at once, 
lest it should be barred altogether. Many who 
might not have applied at all, would be led by 
such a notice to apply, lest they should hereafter 
be cut off. 

Mr. BARROW here moved that the committee 
rise; which prevailing, the committee rose, and 

The House adjourned. 





PETITIONS, ETC. 
The following memorials and petitions were presented 
under the rule, and reterred: 


By Mr. FREEDLEY: ‘Two petitions for a new mail route 
from West Philadelpina, by Kellysville, Lobb’s Store, Spring- 
field, Rose ‘Tree, and Bistiop’s Works, to Howelivilie, in the 
county of Delaware, Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. KING, ot Massachuseits ;: ‘The petitions of Increase 
S. Hill and 140 others, ot Andover, and Daniel F. Pratt and 
125 others, of Reading, for cheap and uniform postage. Also, 
of Samuel Porter and 65 otuers, of Beverly, for a specitic 
duty on imported fish, and the same rate as by tarif of 1842. 
Also, of Susannah Kimball, of lpswich, for pension for rev- 
olutionary service ot her late husband. 

By Mr. TWEEDY: The petition of Ebenezer Giles and 
42 others, of Jefferson county, Wisconsin, for the extension 
ot the time of proot and payment to setters ou public lands 
to tour years. 

By Mr. BARROW: The petition of the heirs of Jonathan 
Faire for arrears of pension. 

By Mr. EDWARDS: ‘The memorial and petition of the 
physicians, druggists, and many citizens of Alexaudria, Vir- 
ginia, praying tur the passage of an act preventing the mn- 
portauon of aduiterated drugs, chemicals, and medicinal 
preparations used as medicine. 

By Mr. MACLAY: Tue memorial of B. Bates and others, 
ciuizeus of the United States, in favor of the reduction of 
the present rates of postage on letters, and the free delivery 
of jetters and newspapers in the principal cities. 

By Mr. DUNCAN, of Ohio: The applications of Mrs. 
Dorothy Mead, Mrs. Barbara Baughman, and Mrs. Abigail 
Wilhaiis, for arrearages of pay and pensions. 

By Mr. PALFREY: The petition of Convers Francis and 
2,953 others, mipisters and Jaymen of the Unitarian denomi- 
nauion, praying Congress to lake measures for putting a stop 
to the war. 
county, New York, praying tor the repeal of the law of Feb- 
ruary 12, 1793, respecting fugitive slaves. Also, of Stephen 
Pope and others, ot Mariborough, Massachusetts, praying for 
redress of grievances in relation to the ill-treatment of free 
citizens ot Massachusetts by South Carolina, Louisiana, 
and other slaveholding States. 
44 others, citizens ot Tioga county, State of New York, 
praying for provision for the better observance of the 10th 
article of the treaty of Ghent. 


peaceable division of the United States. 
Ue and 24 others, of Montrose, Pennsylvania, praying for the 
abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia, and against 
tie extension of the same into territory now free. Also, 
the petition of Ebenezer C. Hinckley and 56 others, of Car- 
mel, Maine, praying that a committee may be raised to in- 
quire and report, fer the public information, whether, and 
by what laws, the slave trade exists in the District of Coiuin- 
bia. Also, of Jolin Needles and 36 others, of Baltimore, 
Maryland, praying for the abolition of the slave trade in the 
District of Columbia, aud the protection of all persons therein 
in their inalienable rights. Also, of G. W. F. Miller and 
723 others, praying for further protection to the persons and 
liberty of American citizens. 


cluded therefrom. 


the prohibition of slavery and the slave trade in the District | 


Also, from the same aud | 
129 others, praying fora prohibition of the domestic com- | 


of Columbia and the Territories. 


merce in slaves. Also, from the same and 133 others, pray- 


ing tor the emancipation of certain negroes sold on aceount | 


of the United States, and for a law prohibiting any similar 
sales in future, and the holding of slaves by officers of the 
General Government. Also, from thesame and 129 others, 
praying for a repeal of the law of February 12, 1793, respect- 
ing fugitive slaves. Also, from the same and 83 others, pray- 
ing for acommittee to report information respecting the slave 
trade in the District of Columbia. Also, from E. Loud and 
3U others, of Plymouth, Maine, praying for a committee to 


of Columbia. Also, of John Bailey and 739 others, of New 
Bedford, Massachusetts, praying for the protection of colored 
seamen when visiting southern ports. Also, from H. M. 


to devise some plan fur the immediate and peacetul di-solu- 
tion of the American Union. Also, of John W. Davis and 


country. Also, of James Adamson and 165 others, of Penn- 
sylvania, praying for the abolition of slavery throughout the 
Union. Also, ot Thomas Shortlidge and 36 others, of Penn- 
sylvania, for the abolition of slavery throughout the Union. 
Also, of Joshua Pickering and 10 others, of Pennsylvania, 


Also, of Emily Pickering and 7 others, of Pennsylvania, 
praying for a peaceful dissolution of the Union. 
Josiah Boud and 18 others, of the same State, for the same 
object. Also, of Morris Fussell and 6 others, of the same 
State, for the same object. 


Also, of A. G. Stevens and others, of Erie | 
'| made an adverse report on the memorial of James 


| Wilkins. 


Also, of H. D. Pinney and | 


Also, of Elisha Hutchinson | 
and 38 others, of Haverlill, Massachusetts, praying for a | 


Also, of R. B. Lit- || 


| be postponed until to-morrow; whic 
| agreed to. 


Also, of N. Fiske and 136 
others, of Levant, Maine, praying fur a law prohibiting the || 
acquisition of new territory, unless domestic slavery be ex- || 
Also, from the same and 132 others, for 


report information respecting the slave trade in the District | 


Twining, of Pennsylvania, and 71 others, praying Congress | 


30 others, of Pennsylvania, praying for such changes of the | 
Constitution and laws as will abolish slavery throughout the | 


praying for the abolition of slavery throughout the Union. | 


Also, of 


Also, of Robert Lamborn and | 


Barclay Ivins and 39 others, of the same State, for the same 
object. 
State, for the same object. 
others, of the same State, for the same object. 


Also, of Caleb P. Way and 35 others, of the same 
Also, of Aaron Kirk and 33 


By Mr. SMITH, of Dhinois: The petition of a large num- 


ber of citizens of Madison and other ceunties, praying the 
establishment of a mail route from Greenville, in Bond coun- 
ty, to Staunton, in Macoupin county. 


By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of citizens of 


Plainfield, for the extension of the present mail route from 
Ottawa to Cass, through to Chicago, via Flag Creek and 
Lyons; and also for the increase of the trips from weekly 
to tri-weekly. 


By Mr. FEATHERSTON: Notice of a bill to be entitled 


“An act to authorize and require certain legal entries of the 
public lands of the United States at the land office at Colum- 


bus, in the State of Mississippi, to be cancelled, and for other 
purposes.”? 





IN SENATE. 
Tuvurspay, May 11, 1848, 
Mr.STURGEON presented a petition from citi- 


zens of Philadelphia city and county, asking that 
a territory may Le set apart for the concentration, 
civilization, and preservation of the various Indian 
tribes; which was referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 


Mr. BALDWIN presented a petition from citi- 


zens of New Haven, Connecticut, asking a reduc- 
tion of postage on letters and newspapers; which 


was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 


and Post Roads. 


Mr. DICKINSON presented a petition from citi- 
zens of Clinton, Franklin, and St. Lawrence coun- 
ties, New York, asking for the removal of the port 
of entry from Plattsburg to Rouse’s Point; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD presented a petition from 
citizens of Simpsonand Logan counties, Kentucky, 


|| asking a mail route from Franklin, in that State, 


to Springfield, Tennessee; which was referred to 


the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
On motion of Mr. ATCHISON, the Committee 


|| on Indian Affairs were discharged from the further 


consideration of the memorial of Patrick Marrau- 


| lette. 


Mr. ATCHISON, from the same committee, 


APPOINTMENTS WITHHELD FROM SENATE. 


The resolution of Mr. Jounson, of Maryland, 
in relation to the call for names of officers not sent 
in to the Senate for confirmation, came up for con- 
sideration; when— 


Mr. JOHNSON stated that he felt too much in- 


| disposed to pursue the subject, and, if it would be 


agreeable to the Senate, he would —— that it 
1 motion was 


The resolution submitted some days since by 


| Mr. Bancer to rescind a resolution appointing a 


messenger for the ante-room of the Senate Cham- 


| ber, came up in its order but, 


On motion of Mr. BADGER, was, by common 


| consent, informally passed over. 


Several adverse reports of committees on private 
claims were concurred in. 


OCCUPATION OF YUCATAN. 
The Senate then resumed the special order, being 


the bill to enable the President to take temporary 


military oceupation of Yucatan. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, expressed his in- 


| tention not to confine himself to the question of the 
| amendment, but ,to go generally into the subject 
‘under discussion. 


A message was received from the President some 
short time ago, stating that the subject was of such 
great and pressing importance as to permit no de- 
lay in the action of the legislative branch. The 
result was the bill now before the Senate. He felt 
greatly obliged to the Senator from South Caro- 


| lina for bringing this message so promptly to the 


attention of the Senate. It appeared, from what 
had subsequently occurred, that the ground of hu- 
manity, originally taken, had been entirely aban- 
doned. From the candid avowal of the chairman 
of Foreign Relations, and of the Senator from 
Michigan, it would appear that we are called on to 
take possession of Yucatan, because it would be 


| unsafe in the hands of any other Government. In 


this view, therefore, hé was about to discuss the 


| bill. 


The representations made to the Senate are, that 





se nen Cee 


762 


the people of Yucatan are divided, and that one 
yortion cannot sustain itself against the majority. 
t is said that this is a war of races. This he de- 
nied. It was an assumption not Lorne out by the 
documents which had Leen laid on the tables of 
Senators. An officer in the navy, Mr. McKenney, 
estimates that about 120.000 Indians are engaged 
in this war. Out of at least 500,000, which is the 
minimum amount of the Indians, about one quar- 
ter only is enenged in the war. Therefore it is not 
a war of races. The mixed race, it 1s worthy of 
remark, have all jomed the Indians. What wrongs 
have been committed to provoke the Indians to 
this war?’ Ile called attention to the fact, that 
these Indians took the field when their country was 
invaded by Mexico, and defeated Ampudia. They 
‘They were then 
promised a remission of the capitation tax, which 
oppressed them seve rely. But this promise was 
violated, and thus commenced the war 

‘I he \ ucatanese, on the other hand, are repre- 
sented as weak, cowardly, helpless. Our officers 


were therefore a brave people. 


seem thus to consider them in their letters. Part 
of them deserted their army in the hour of need. 
Instead of being a contest of races, one of our offi- 
cers dcseribes itas a war of partes. And we are 
called on to assist In exterminating these Indians, 
who, in the tune of danver, drove back the inva- 
ders of their country. He thought it unjust to 
charge upon these people that they are savages. 
They have been admitted to all the political rights 
of other citizens; they have a right to all the priv- 
tleves which belong to the Yucatanese, They were 
not wanderers, living by hunting, predatory, but 
subsisted on the soil, made fruitful by their labor, 


lt is proposed to take tem rary occupation of 
i t | 4 } 


this country. What was meant by temporary oc- 
“We are told that it is intended to hold 
occupation until Mexico shall be able and willing 
to protect them. This was not likely to be the 
case; and why should we not as well strike out of 
these papers the word * temporary,” and insert 
“eontinuous and permanent” occupation ? The 
people of Yucatan want us to protect them against 
Mexico. ‘This is what they want. 

lie was gratified that the Senator from Michi- 
gan had discussed this question on the true ground. 
It was a question of annexation. How was Tex- 
as admitted? She had for seven years maintained 
herself in an independent position, and was there- 
fore in a condition to enter ito any arrangement 
for annexing herself to what country she pleased. 

That Yucatan was in a state of war with Mexi- 
co, he did not say; she perhaps held a neutral chae- 
acter. She had not been always consistent in her 
course, having at one time allied herself to Santa 
Anna. She is now ina state of rebellion against 
Mexico. 

He replied to some of the views of the Senator 
from Michigan, [Mr. Cass,] as to the glory we 
had acquired by the war with Mexico—views which 
he charged as having been thrown out without a 
true conception of the genius and proper end of 
our mstituuons. Glory and fame might be very 
lezitimate objects of pursuit in a monarchy, but 
they ought to be considered in a republic as sub- 
ordmate to the convictions of men as to the true 
interests of their country. What were all the wars 
which had ravaged the world from the days of Alex- 
under, in their progress and their results, compared 
with the silent, Wholesome, effectual operations of 
peace? Let any one who had but now looked at 
Austia, and had seen the mere volition of popular 
will crumbling a throne into dust, contrast this with 
the glories of war. Ele implored the Senate to 
pause before, under the name of a republic, it per- 
petrated outrages which would not only bring a 
stain on its name, but a disgrace on its principles, 
\s to the fame acquired by our troops, who ever 
doubted that our citizens would conduct themselves 
bravely in a good cause? 

‘The position, and power, and glory of England, 
were held up te us to intimidate us into hasty ac- 
tion on this question. He had looked over the 
history of England; he was familiar with her move- 
ments, her greatness, her territorial agerandize- 
ment; but, whenever she contemplated any aggres- 
sions, she always looked out for some specious 
pretext in which she found something like a jusu- 
fication of her course. When England placed her 
foot in India, it was because she interfered to help 
the weak against the strong; and, like Rome, 
wherever she once planted her foot, she never took 
itup again, And what was the reply of England, 


cupation ¢ 


when she was remonstrated with by the oppressed 
people ?—we have given you firmer protection, a 
better government, a greater extent of liberty than 
you possessed before. 

We are adopting a similar course, violating the 


right of intervention, not permitting others to en- | 
joy the right of judging for themselves, so long as 


they do not interfere with others. 

It has been said that if we do not take posses- 
sion of Yucatan some other government will. To 
prevent this, we are to interfere. In the documents 
or the letters there are some facts stated to show 
that itis the intention of England to interfere. His 
friend from South Carolina had stated that these 
are not facts; that there is no ground for such 


statements. They are not facts; they are merely | 
suggestions—insinuations—certainly nothing like | 
facts. We had beer told the same story in rela- | 


tion to Texas; yet it had been since admitted that 
all this was mere humbug—diplomatic humbug. 
When his friend from Maryland [Mr. Jonnson] 
referred, a day or two ago, to a declaration made 
by the Senator from Texas [Mr. Houston] in a 


speech at New Orleans, or somewhere on the Mis- | 


sissippi,in which he asserted that a little coquetry 
had been practised, the Senator from Texas, it 
is true, had disavowed it; but, in his explanation, 


he had admitted that there was a little diplomatic | 


impudence played off. 

It had been said that England had sent troops 
into Yueatan, and that Spain had also taken part 
in the contest. In that case, our interference may 
result in bringing us in conflict with one or both 
of these Powers. The Senator from Michigan (if 
in his place) might say that these were the acts of 
colonies, and that the veritable Great Britain and 
Spain had done nothing. But he believed that the 
acts of the colonies would be sanctioned by the 
mother country, and then the aspect would be 
threatening. 

As to the charge that Great Britain furnished 


/ arms to the Indians, he stated, that it appeared in 


the documents that these arms were freely offered 
to the other side as well as the Indians. So it was 
evident this supplying of arms was a mere trans- 
action of trade. 

On the subject of the declaration of Mr. Monroe 
he made some remarks, to show that the views of 
Mr. Polk, at the period when the Panama mission 
was under consideration, were not similar to what 
they are now represented by his friends to be. He 
gave a brief history of the nominations of minis- 
ters to Panama, and the debate to which they gave 
rise. The object of that Congress was not to call 
in bayonets and swords and military array, but to 
wield only the moral power of united opinion. Yet 
it was contended that this Congress was a fearful 
source of danger to our country; that we ought to 
conform to the recommendation of the Father of his 
Country to avoid entangling alliances; and the res- 


olutions submitted in the House apprehended a | 


breach of our neutral engagements with Spain and 
other countries, and might involve us in the danger 
of war. He quoted from the speech of Mr. Polk on 
that occasion, to show that he was then opposed 
to making common cause with the republics of the 
South; and that self-preservation was the first law 


of nature. Such was the language of the Presi- || 


dent when he opposed the Panama mission. 

He expressed doubts as to the effect of this 
measure on the treaty now pending with Mexico. 
Some who were opposed to the treaty would rather 
rejoice at such a result as its violation would pro- 
duce. An expedition to Yucatan, undertaken un- 
der an invitation from her, in which she looks to 
annexation with the United States as a remunera- 
tion, would be as likely to lead ¢o war as was the 
annexation of Texas. We might thus, in addi- 
tion to a war with England and Spain, have a 
renewed war with Mexico on our hands. He 
reminded the Senate, that when the treaty with 
Mexico was received at Washington, the Yucatan 
commissioner presented a protest against any treaty 


which did not include a protection for Yucatan. || 


It is evident, therefore, that Yucatan feels a great 
interest in the defeat of the treaty with Mexico, 
and will not hesitate to adopt a course which might 
lead to its defeat. 

He was disposed to do a great deal for humanity; 
but he could not bring himself to sanction a meas- 
ure of such doubtful and dangerous import as this 
was now urged on the Senate. 

Mr. MILLER obtained the floor; and 

The Senate adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Fripay, May 12, 1848. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved 

Mr. GOGGIN moved to reconsider the yore 
which the bill of the Senate in amendment of 
act entitled * An act to amend the actentitled «4, 
act to reduce the rates of postage, to limit the yo, 
and correct the abuse of the franking privilege, ang 
for the prevention of frauds on the revenues Of the 


by 


| Post Office Department,’ ”’ passed March 3, ] 54; 


was yesterday recommitted to the Committee 
Post Office and Post Roads. Agreed to. 
The bill being now before the House, the ques. 
tion was put on its passage, and it was decided 
the affirmative, and the bill returned to the Se; ite, 
Mr. FEATHERSTON, by leave, introduced , 
bill, of which previous notice had been given, ;, 
authorize and require certain illegal entries of the 


Olilhe 


| public lands at the land office in Columbus, Mis. 


sissippi, to be cancelled, and for other purposes, 
Read twice, and referred to the Committee on Py). 


lic Lands. 


PRIVATE CALENDAR. 
The House, on motion of Mr. ROCKWELL, 


| of Connecticut, resolved itself into Committee o; 


the Whole, on the private calendar, (Mr. Cape, 
of Florida, in the chair.) 

The first bill on the calendar for the consideration 
of the committee was the bill for settling the claiy 
of the legal representatives of Richard W. Meade, 
deceased. 

The debate was resumed by Mr. WOODWARD, 
who was entitled to the floor, and was continued 


by Messrs. LINCOLN, McLANE, and MAk. 
VIN, each of whom were frequently interrupted 
in their remarks for explanations. 

At the heretofore appointed hour the fall of the 


Chairman’s hammer announced the close of the 


| debate. 


Mr.J.R. INGERSOLL asked to be allowed the 


privilege, under the rule, of closing the debate; anj 


| after suggestions from various members, and a brief 


| explanation by Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL, who re. 


ported the bill, the amendment which was move! 


| some time since by Mr. Durr, to be added at the 


end of the first section, was read, as follows: 


- Provided, however, That the said officers shall not be 


| bound by, nor regard as evidence, the liquidation and -ettk 


ment of said claim made by the Spanish Government.” 


Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL moved to amend the 


amendment by striking out the words, ‘nor regard 


| as evidence.’ 


Mr. I. availed himself of the five minutes allowed 


| by the rules to explain his amendment. 


The amendment to the amendment was lost. 
Mr. Dver’s amendment was then agreed to. 
Mr. ATKINSON then moved toamend the bill by 


| adding a preamble and an additional section requ- 


ring the legal representatives to advertise in the two 


| principal newspapers of Washington, once a month 


for six months, the act of Congress for their reliel, 


| together with a notice requiring all persons clain- 


ing to be principals or representatives of those for 
whom said Meade acted as agent on account 0 
claims against Spain, included in the act, to appear 
and prove their claims, and to receive the sums 0 
which they may be found to be entitled, abating 


| commissions for services of said Meade, under 
| agreement or arrangement with any of the parties; 
or, in case of no agreement, such sum as the 
| accounting officers of the treasury may deem just 
| for the expense and trouble incurred by said Meade 
and his legal representatives in the prosecution of 
| said claims; and no money due said Meade as 


agent to be paid by the legal representatives be- 
yond the commissions Meade would have been 


entitled to as agent, &c. 


Mr. A., under the five-minutes rule, explained 


| his amendment. 


Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina, moved to 


/amend the amendment by striking out all after the 


enacting words of the amendment. : 
Mr. H., after making a few remarks strongly 1n 


| favor of the claim, withdrew his motion. 


Mr. PUTNAM moved to amend Mr. ATEIN- 


| son’s amendment by striking out all thereof, and 
inserting a section very nearly in substance the 
' same as the amendment of Mr. A. It was rejected. 


Mr. KAUFMAN said, in order to test the sense 


of the committee, he moved the following amend- 


ment: 


«Provided, That no money shall be paid out of the treas- 
ury by virtue of this act.’’ 
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Mr. G AYLE rose toa question of order. The 
amendment Was equivalent to a rejection of the 
¢ and the committee could not reject a bill. 
“The CHAIR sustained the point of order, and 
sled the amendment out of order. 


Mr. HALL, of Missouri, moved to amend the 


wwamble by changing the word ‘‘appears,’’ after 


.. words * whereas it,”’ to “is said.”’ It would | 
we 


shen read: ** Whereas it is said,’’ &e. 
“Mr. ATKLNSON accepted the amendment as a 
modificauion. 

The question was then put on the amendment of 
Mr. ATKINSON, and it was agreed to. 
~The committee then rose and reported the bill to 
the House, with amendments. 


Mr. BARRINGER moved the previous ques- 


"ae. McKAY moved to lay the bill on the table; 
which was decided in the affirmative: Yeas 118, 
yavs 38. : 

The House then adjourned. 








IN SENATE. 
Fripay, May 12, 1848. 


A message was received from the House of Rep- | 


resentatives informing the Senate that the House 
jad passed the bill for the admission of the State 
of Wisconsin into the Union. 

On motion of Mr DOUGLAS, the bill was read 
a first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on ‘Territories, 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate acommunication from the Department of State, 
made in compliance with a report by resolution of 
ihe Senate of 2d February last, referring the me- 
morial of A. A. Frasier and Alvin Baker, claiming 
indemnity for the illegal capture by a British cruiser 
of the American brig Douglass. 


' 
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The bill having been explained and advocated | in defence of this bill, from time to time, by the 


by Mr. BAGBY, the amendment offered by Mr. 
PEARcE was agreed to. ‘The bill was then ordered 
to be engrossed, and was, by unanimous consent, 
subsequently read a third time and passed. 
PENSIONS. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, asked the Senate 
to take up, out of its order, Senate bill explanatory 


| of the act entitled **An act to raise, for a limited 


time, an additional military force, and for other 
purposes,” approved February 11, 1847. Mr. D. 
said that prompt action on the bill beeame neces- 
sary from the fact that decisions under the act 
which had been made in the Pension Office conflict 
with the spirit of the bill. 

The motion having been agreed to, the bill was 
considered in Committee of the Whole, and the 
amendments reported by the committee were agreed 
to. ‘The bill was then ordered to be engrossed, and 
was subsequently read a third time, by unanimous 


consent, and passed. 


APPOINTMENTS WITHHELD FROM SENATE. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, moved to pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the resolution submit- 
ted by him some time since, calling on the Presi- 
dent to know if there were any officers whose 
names had not been sent in to the Senate for con- 
firmation. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, suggested that 


| the day had been set apart for the consideration of 


On motion of Mr. WESTCOTT, the message | 


was ordered to be printed for the use of the Sen- 
ate. 

[The Secretary states that the claim had been 
urged against the British Government, in behalf 
of the claimants, before he came into office, but 
had been since abandoned; that he could not, con- 
sistently with his other duties, give the subject that 
thorough examination he could have desired. He 
vives an explicit opinion, however, that the vessel 
was captured and detained in direct violation of the 
laws of nations and the right of the American flag; 
and that it was the duty of this Government to hold 
that of Great Britain responsible. 
ther, that, whether the United States, by abandon- 
ing the claim against the British Government, has 
rendered itself responsible, he does not feel himself, 
wider the resolution, called on to express any opin- 
ion; and that such duty more appropriately belongs 
to the Legislative than to the Executive branch. } 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, presented a petition 
from David Hunt and Aylett Sesh; asking to 
be confirmed in the entry of certain public lands; 
which was referred to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented a petition from citi- 
zens of New York, asking thata port of entry may 


He says fur- 


be established at Rouse’s Point; which was refer- 


red to the Committee on Commerce. 
BILLS INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. 


Mr. DOUGLAS, on leave, introduced a bill | 


granting to the State of lowa the right of way and 
adonauon of public lands for making a railroad 


connecting the Mississippi and Missouri rivers; | 
Which was read twice, and referred to the Com- | 


mittee on Public Lands. 

_ Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, on leave, intro- 
‘uced a bill to amend the act approved 17th June, 
IM4, entitled “An act to provide for the adjust- 
ment of land claims within the States of Missouri, 
Arkansas, and Louisiana, and in those parts of the 


“tates of Mississippi and Alabama south of the 30th | 


degree of north latitude, and between the Missis- 
‘pptand Perdido rivers;”? which was read twice, 
aud referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


ALABAMA CLAIM. 

On motion of Mr. BAGBY, the prior orders were 
postponed, and the Senate proceeded to the consid- 
fration of the bill authorizing payment of interest 
on the amount advanced by the State of Alabama 
‘» the General Government pending the Creek hos- 
tities, in 1836-"37. 


the bills on the private calendar, and hoped the 
Senator would consent to postpone the further con- 
sideration of the resolution until to-morrow. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, would cheerfully 
do so, but he desired to go away that day, and 
hence would prefer saying what he had to say at 
once. 

The point was yielded by Mr. JOHNSON, of 
Louisiana, and the resolution taken up, which is 
as follows: 

Resolved, ‘That the President of the United States is re- 
quested to inform the Seuate whether any officers are now 
in the military or civil service of the United States, under 
appointments fro the President, which have not been sub- 
mitted to the Senate; and if there be any such appoint 
ments, that he stale the date of such appointments, and why 
itis that it has not been in the power of the President to 
submit them to the consideration of the Senate. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, resumed his re- 
marks, commencing with a reference to the quasi 
usurpation of the Executive in the veto of the river 
and harbor bill. 


' President, while a member of the House of Rep- 


resentatives, advocating similar bills, instead of 
raising constitutional objections to them. These 
measures had always gone on without interruption, 
as connected with our commercial interests. ‘The 
power to pass such bills was conferred by the Con- 
stitution, In the clause relating to the regulation of 
commerce. After such an uninterrupted construc- 
tion of the power, it appeared very extraordinary 


He referred to the course of the | 


that a new construction should now be put on the | 


same words. If the meaning of the words “ regu- 
late”? and ‘*commerce ’’ had remained the same, 
why was a new construction to be given them. He 
commented on the insufficiency of the arguments 
by which a distinction between salt and fresh water 
was made. A new construction, however, had been 


placed on the words by the present Executive, | 


who, as was alleged by the Senator from Ohio, was 
not likely to be guilty of usurpation. He had un- 
derstood the Senator from Ohio as asserting that 


_ the tendency to usurpation was greater in the Sen- 
| ate and in the House of Representatives than in the 


President; but that Senator had corrected him, and 
had stated that he had been misunderstood. He 
(Mr. J.) had thought it probable that this conclu- 
sion had been brought about in the mind of that 
Senator by the changed aspect of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, the party character of which had been 
reversed. The present House was composed of 
representatives fresh from the people, who were in- 
dignant at the course of the President in interposing 
his veto on the river and harbor bill. 


Another instance of the usurpation of the Exec- | 


utive was to be found in the veto of the bill for the 
indemnity of our citizens for losses caused by 
French spoliations previous to 1800. No one 
doubts, from the spirit and disposition of the French 


people, as illustrated by the recent revolution, that | 


they would now pay these claims, had they not 
been ned, so far as regards the responsi- 
bility of France, 


| charter of the United States Bank. 


| share in the getting up of these conventions. 


most distinguished men, by the brightest intellects 
of the country. The bill, which at various mes 
had passed the one or the other House, was at 
length passed by both Houses; and having received 
the sanction of this power, which represents the 
intelligence and moral feeling of the people, it was 
sent to the President. He returned it with objec- 
tions founded on the assumption that the claims 
were of too long standing, and that the United 
States were not bound to pay them. The mode 
of returning the bill was disrespectful to the Senate, 
which had allowed him the full constitutional ume 
for examination and reflection. We were told, 
also, that we had become involved in the war, and 
that there was no surplus in the treasury. We 
have credit, we are able to raise money to pay 
armies, but we cannot find means to pay our just 
debts. Great credit was given to the President by 
his friends for this veto. 

He brought forward these instances to show the 
tendency of the one-man power to usurpation. 
The Senator from Ohio considered the granting 
charters as an usurpation on the part of Congress. 
Yet the charters for the various banks were all 
signed by the President. George Washington, 
with the advice of all his Cabinet, signed the 
James Mad- 
ison, an original opponent, retracted the opinion, 
and sanctioned the renewal of the charter. General 
Jackson had to pass on the same charter which 
was reported by you, sir, and he said there was 


| no difficulty in chartering a bank, if he could draw 
| up the charter. 


The Supreme Court, with Chief 
Justice Marshall at its head, had confirmed the 
constitutionality of the charter of the bank. Ohio 
resisted the proceedings of a branch of the bank 
within her territory, and this brought the question 
again before the Supreme Court, when all the 
authorities were examined, and it again resulted in 


' a confirmation of the constitutionality of the bank 


and its acts, 

Referring to Mr. Tyler’s veto, he characterized 
him asa President per se, and stated that his objec- 
tion to the thing was as to the name by which 
it was baptized: he would have been satisfied with 
it under the name of fiscal agent. ‘To this hour, 


| Mr. J. stated it as his opinion that the constitu- 


tionality of the question was so well settled that 


| nothing but courtesy could induce the present 


Supreme Court ever to listen to an argument about 
it. 

The Senator from Ohio takes the ground that 
the President truly represents the people of the 
United States, and that wedonot. He would ask 
that Senator, whether, if the course taken by the 
President in reference to the river and harbor bill 
and the French spoliations had been shadowed out 
to the people beforehand, he would ever have re- 
ceived the nomination or election to the Presidency ? 
He believed the President had no objection to a 
reélection; butif he should be nominated, it would 
only be to be beaten. There was one will he would 
have to obey, and that was the will to be beaten. 

In one of the numbers of the Federalist, Alex- 
ander Hamilton had treated as the wildest fictions 
of imagination these objections to this veto power, 
which we have been doomed to see realized. [Mr. 
J. read an extract.] Facts had proved that the 
President might assume the supercilious pomp of 
majesty, and yet remain the idol ofa party. The 
consequences may not be all developed in one day, 
but they must follow; and it may yet be thata 
diadem may sparkle on the brow of an Amer- 


| ican President, and the imperial purple may flow 


in his train. Man is man the world over; power 
is power the world over, and it may again be used 
as it has been before used. 

He remarked on the political excrescences which 
had appeared on our system in the shape of con- 
ventions. He called them so without reference 
to one party more than another. They took the 
business out of the hands of the people, in order 
to build up a party idol. Out of the twenty mil- 
lions of our population, not ten thousand had any 
He 
did not wish to say anything disrespectful; but he 
asked what Senator on the other side, looking 
among the distinguished of his party, would have 
selected Mr. Polk? He asked if the Executive 
lash had not been applied in the Senate, and if 
Senators had not often been told that they were 


by our citizens. He adverted to || lagging behind their duty, and this in terms offen- 


the able reports and unanswerable speeches made || sive to any man of honor? It had been still more 
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fiercely applied in the House. And when some 
impracticables insisted on offensive measures— 
when the tea and coffee tax was repudiated—the 
organ was required to play, discoursing not music, 
but curses enamont. was also wielded in favor 
of those who yielded to the wishes of the Presi- 
dent, and against those who resisted it, 

He returned to his resolution, the constitution- 
ality of which he defended. He adverted to the 
manner in which the Senator from Ohio had Spo- 
ken of the Supreme Court. He asserted that it 
was never intended to give the power of appoint- 
ment to the President alone, but to the President 
and Senate conjointly. In case of vacancies during 
the recess, the President has the right to fill up— 
and this is the extent of the power intended to be 
conferred on him. He asked if, supposing the 
practice of General Washington prevailed now, 
and Mr. Polk waa seated in the Senate chair, or 
by the side of it, and he were to put the question 
to him, There is one Gideon J. Pillow, a mighty 
manof war who has overthrown armies by his 
prowess, and who is foreed to herald his own his- 
tory because no one witnessed his achievements 
but himself, is he a major general of the United 
States? Now, he merely proposed to ask by res- 
olution what, in the case referred to, he would 
have orally asked. And had the President any 
more right to be offended in the one case than he 
would have had in the other? Why was not Gid- 
eon J. Pillow sent in? Was it because the Presi- 
dent knew he would be rejected? There was 
General Quitman, too, a man of high sense of 
honer, and who had been here, holding his com- 
mission by the mere will of the President: why 
had not his name been sentin? Was it because 
he wasitn bad company ? 
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There was also General 


Cushing, who is now a member of the court of | 


inquiry in Mexico: why had not his name been 
sent in? 


heen kept back, so that, by his present depend- 


ence on the will of the President, he may be led to | 
‘act so as to prejudice the case of the gallant gen- | 


eral at the head of the army. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, moved to post- 
pone the further consideration of the resolution; 


and as so much time had been occupied on this | 


resolution, he moved to extend the order relative 
to the private calendar soas to include to-morrow. 
Mr. HANNEGAN rose, and expressed his de- 


fermination to oppose any such motion. It was 


his intention to call up the Yucatan bill to-morrow, | 


The order appropriating this day for the consider- 
ation of private business had been made while he 
was absent, or he should have felt it his duty to 
oppose it. When the Yucatan bill should be dis- 
posed of, he would be ready to give a week to the 
consideration of private bills. If there was any 
disposition on either side of the Chamber to keep 


the subject of Yucatan open, for the purpose of | 


playing at a game for political capital, he knew 
nothing about it, he was not concerned init. If 
the Senator from Louisiana persisted in his mo- 
tion, he should be compelled to ask for the yeas 
and nays. He was for Yucatan, let others have 
in view what objects they may. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, said, with the 
understanding that a week would be allowed for 
the private calendar after the Yucatan bill was dis- 


posed of, he would withdraw that part of his motion | 


which went to set apart to-morrow for that sub- 
ject. 

Mr. DOUGLAS begged to be understood, that 
he was no party to any arrangement which would 


give priority to the private bills for a week, or for | 


any particular period. ‘There were some important 
bills which he should ask the Senate to take up 
whenever he had an opportunity. 

Mr. BADGER said, the Senator from Indiana 
had said he was for Yucatan. Now, he (Mr. B.) 
occupied a position directly the reverse. For rea- 


sons which were obvious, he was against Yucatan. | 


He hoped the Senate would take up the private 
calendar. 

Mr. FOOTE said he was astonished to hear the 
Senator from North Carolina express himself in 
such extraordinary language. ‘That Senator had 


He would suppose, for the sake of ar- | 
gument, that the nomination of this general had | 








declared that he wasagainst Yucatan. Now, hedid 
not believe that that honorable Senator intended it | 
to be understood that he had any hostile feelings | 


against Yucatan. Yet his language was liable to 
that construction, He did not suppose there was 
a single person here who did not deeply sympathize 


with the people of that unhappy country; and he 
presumed the Senator from North Carolina would 
not be willing that his language should be made 
the subject of misconstruetion. He therefore had 
thought it right to give that Senator an opportuni- 
ty to explain. 

Mr. BADGER said it must be obvious that he 


only intended to be understood as saying that he | 


was against the Yucatan bill. 
The question was about to be taken on the 
mouon of Mr. Jounson, of Louisiana, when— 
On motion of Mr. CAMERON, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of Executive business; 
and, after a short time spent therein, the doors were 
reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 
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| After the bill had been vel. Dr. TUCK 


an hour’s length in opposition to the 
| the subject of slavery generally. 


| bill. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, by leave, pre- 
vious notice having been given, introduced a bill 
for the relief of the West Feliciana Railroad Com- 
pany. Read twice, and referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

Mr. ADAMS, by leave, presented resolutions of 
the Legislature of the State of Kentucky favorable 
to Asa Whitney’s plan of a railroad from Lake 
Michigan to the Pacific Ocean. 

Also, a resolution of the same Legislature con- 


cerning the Mobile and Ohio Railroad Company. || 


Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. ADAMS, from the Committee on Engra- 
ving, to which was referred the subject of engra- 


_ May 13, 


rose 
ech of Nearly 


> bill, and on 


and addressed the committee in a spe 


Mr. RHETT (who reported the bill) explained 
the bill; and replied briefly to Mr. Trex. . 
Messrs. BURT, CHAPMAN, VENADLF 
WOODWARD, and ATKINSON, also a 
in reply to Mr. Tuck, and in support of the 


{Mr WOODWARD said: The few observa. 
tions I have to make, shall be restricted to the 
principle of the bill. ; 

There is a fallacious opinion prevalent of Jatp 
that persons cannot be considered property, J} j. 
assumed that there is a philosophical or meta. 
physical incompatibility between the two thines 
And the question is raised, is a slave property and 
person? A precious piece of metaphysics!” The 


| framers of the Constitution meant to determine po 


/such question as this. 


_ legal contemplation was compromised. 


At the formation of the 
Constitution, slaves were property as a mere mat. 
ter of fact ; and were also persons as a matter of 
fact. And the question then made was, whether 
the Constitution should contemplate them in the one 
character or the other, or both. This question of 
But how? 
Not upon any idea of incompatibility between per. 
son and property, but upon an assumed compau- 


| bility. It was agreed, that to the extent that slaves 


ving the chart of the proposed route of steamers | 


from San Francisco or Monterey, in California, to 
Shanghae and Canton, in China, and the Sand- 
wich Islands, reported the following resolution: 

Resolved, Tiiat one copy of the chart accompanying said 
report be engraved for each number thereof ordered by the 
House to be printed. 

Mr. BURT moved to refer the report and reso- 
lution to the Committee on Printing, with a view 
to ascertain the expense of the engraving, &c. 


Mr. CONGER opposed the motion to commit | 


to the Committee on Printing, and suggested that 
it be recommitted to the Committee on Engraving. 


Mr. BARRINGER moved to recommit the re- | 


port to the Committee on Engraving, with instruc. | 
tions to ascertain the cost of engraving the maps, | 


&c., and report the same to the House. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved to lay the 
report on the table. Lost. 

The question was then put on the motion to re- 
commit, with instructions, and it was agreed to. 


On motion of Mr. EDWARDS, 


Resolved, That Charles Ewing, an invalid pensioner, have 


leave to withdraw his petition and accompanying papers, | 


now on file in the Clerk’s office of this House. 


ing, reported the following resolution, which was | 


read: 


should be considered property, for the purpose of 
apportioning direct taxes among the States; to the 
same extent they should be considered persons, in 


| the apportionment of Representatives among the 


States. The same three-fifths that are considered 
property, are also considered persons. Nothing 
is said of the remaining two-fifths. ‘The two-fifths 
are not considered either persons or property. The 
three-fifths, both. The Constitution assumes the 
perfect compatibility of the two things, person and 
property; or else, three-fifths being made prop- 
erty, the remaining two-fifths would have been re- 
garded persons. Such a compromise as this would, 


| indeed, have recognized an incompatibility between 


the two characters, and furnished some ground for 
the reasoning of the gentleman from New Hamp- 
shire. 

The gentleman says this bill ought not to pass, 
because the Constitution does not recognize slavery. 
If he means, that the Constitution does not recog- 
nize the principle of slavery, as moral and right, [ 
agree with him. The Constitution says nothing 
on the subject. But if he says the Constitution 


| did not recognize the fact of slavery, he makesa 


| most extraordinary assertion. 


What does the 


| Constitution mean by ‘*a person bound to ser- 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is || 


hereby, requested to inform this House of the cause of de- 


lay in furnishing to the public printers the index and other | 
matter required to complete the annual report of that offi- | 


cer on commerce and navigation; and also when the same 


will be furnished, so that said printers can deliver said re- 


port to this House as ordered by it. 

Mr. CONGER desired that the resolution might 
be put upon its passage. 

Objection being made, it lies over under the rule. 


Mr. HAMPTON, of Pennsylvania, asked leave | 


to offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed | 


to inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation 


for the improvement of the navigation of the Alleghany river, | 


and that said committee report by bill or otherwise. 


Objection being made, the resolution was not 
received. 


PAYMENT FOR A SLAVE. 
The House, on motion of Mr. ROCKWELL, 
of Connecticut, resolved itself into Committee of 


the Whole, on the private calendar, (Mr. Sims in 
the chair.) 


The first bill on the calendar was the bill for— 
the relief of the legal representatives of Benjamin 


Hodges, deceased. It provides for the ap bag 
for a slave conveyed from the United States by the 


British fleet in the year 1814. The amount appro- | 


priated by the bill 1s two hundred and eighty dol- 


lars, out of the fund (if so much there be unapplied) | 


allotted by the British Government under the first 
article of the treaty of Ghent. 


| upon his own demand ? 


vice???’ What better definition of a slave could 


there be, than this? What does the Constitution 


|, mean by ‘*the party to whom such labor or ser- 
Mr. CONGER, from the Committee on Print- 


vice is due???’ What better definition of a master’ 


What does the Constitution intend, when it enjoins 
upon every State to deliver up a fugitive bound 
to service, to the party entitled to such service, 
What stronger recogni- 
tion could there be of the perfect right of the master 
to property in the slave ?] 

Ir. ATKINSON moved to amend the bill by 
inserting after the words, ‘* the sum of $280 out of 


the fund (if so much there be unapplied,’’) the 
| words *fand not eee to the discharge of 


| claims that were allowed 


y the commissioners 


_ and yet unsatisfied.” 


The debate was then continued by Messrs. 
COLLAMER and GIDDINGS. [The speech of 
Mr. G., and others, will be found in the Appen- 
dix. 

After Mr. GIDDINGS concluded— 

The committee rose and reported progress. 


CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES. 

Mr. BRODHEAD asked leave to introduce 4 
joint resolution to amend the Constitution of the 
United States. 

And then the House adjourned. 





PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following memorials and petitions were presented 
under the rule, and referred: 


By Mr. HUDSON: The memorial of the American Statis- 
tical Association in relation to the mode of taking the next 
census. 

By Mr. THOMPSON, of Towa: The petition of Samuel 
Steele and sundry other citizens of Iowa, praying for the 
establishment of a mail route from Ashland, via Sand Point 


| and Floris, to Bloomfield, in Davis county. 
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1848. 


IN SENATE. 
Sarurpay, Way 13, 1848. 

Mr. CALHOUN presented a petition from | 

-yens of Charleston, South Carolina, asking a | 
= frm and cheap system of postage; which was | 
veferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. ee 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, presented a petition 
fom J. Anthony King and Cuyler W. Young, 
«sking to be allowed to organize a military force 
1 aid the people of Yucatan; which was referred 
» the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. DLX presented a petition from J. Howard & 
gon. of New York, asking to be allowed to use two 
nanish war-steamers in the line which they pro- 
»se to run between New York and certain Spanish 
snd Mexican ports; which was referred to the Com- 
tee on Commerce. 


mil 

Mr. MASON presented a memorial from physi- 
cians, chemists, and citizens of Alexandria, Vir- 
vinia, remonstrating against the importation of 
jdulterated and spurious drugs; which was laid on 
the table. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented a petition from two 
hundred and twenty-three citizens of the District 
of Columbia, asking that the General Government 
purchase Mount Vernon; which was referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 


Mr. DOUGLAS presented a petition from citi- 
zensof the United States residing in Oregon, asking 
that the laws of the United States may be extended 
over the Territory, and that donations of land may 
be granted. 

Mr. DIX, from the Committee on Commerce, 
reported a bill to admit certain articles of the 
erowth or production of Canada into the United 
States free of duty, upon the condition that the 
like articles of the growth or production of the 
United States are admitted into Canada free of 
duty; which was read a first time. 


On motion of Mr. WESTCOTT, the report of 
the Secretary of State concerning the illegal seizure 
of an American vessel, was ordered to be referred 
toa select committee of five, to be appointed by 
the Chair. 


RESOLUTIONS. 
On motion of Mr. DAYTON, 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury furnish the 
Senate with a statement of all the iron and the manufac- 
tures Of iron imported into the United States from the Lst 
July, 1847, to the Ist May, 18438, designating the different 
kinds of iron, and the value of each kind, and also the value 
of the nmutactures thereof; and the quantity and value of 
all mineral coal imported during the same period. 


On motion of Mr. DOUGLAS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of amending the law, 
approved 23d April, 1803, appropriating annually $200,000 
for arming the whole militia of the United States and Ter- 
nlories, so as to increase the same to an amount equal to 


the present wants of the country, and report by bill or other- 
wise. 


On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be requested to 
send to the Senate all the papers filed by Mary Cassin, widow 
of the late Lieutenant John Cassin, of the United States 
navy, in her application for a pension. 


On motion of Mr. HANNEGAN, 

Resolved, That N. J. Holland act as Assistant Doorkeeper 
of the Senate during the absence of the Assistant in convey- 
ing the remains of the honorable CuesTeR ASHLEY to the 
State of Arkansas. 


Mr. HANNEGAN submitted the following; 
which lies over: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Relations be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of establishing the 
consulate at Muscat, in the dominions of the Imaum, upon 
the same footing with those of Tangiers, Tripoli, and Tunis, 
in the Barbary States. 

Mr. BAGBY submitted the following, which 
Was referred to the Committee on the Contingent 
Expenses of the Senate: 

Resolved, That John M. Jameson, Postmaster of the Sen- 


ate, be continued hereafter yearly in charge of the post office, 
al the same per diem he now receives. 


PUBLIC PRINTING. 
On motion of Mr. DAYTON, 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate inquire and 
report to the Senate why the document relating to the pro- 
ccedings of the arbitration in the matter of the island on which 
Fort Delaware is situated, commonly called the “Pea Patch,”’ 
has not been printed, according to the order of the Senate. 

_ Mr. BADGER alluded to the fact of his having 
introduced, several weeks ago, a resolution of in- 
quiry into the delays constantly occurring in the 
public printing. Seeing that the chairman of the 
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| Committee on Printing had just reached his seat, 


| 





he would call his attention to the facts, and inquire 


| whether the committee had thought it worth while 
| to investigate the subject? 


Mr. CAMERON replied, that since the intro- 


| duction of the resolution he had been absent, and, 


besides, too unwell to make a detailed report. 
He might state, verbally, however, for the satis- 


| faction of the Senate, that there was error in sup- 


posing that there was any unnecessary delay; in 
short, there was less delay in the public printing 
now than at any time since he had had the honor 
ofa seat in that body. He thought the charges 
against the public printers altogether groundless, 
and that the facts had not been sufficiently looked 
into or investigated. 

Mr. BADGER said the Senator from Pennsyl- 
vania must pardon him, but he really thought there 
was great irregularity in his proceeding, to say the 
least. ‘The resolution he had the honor:to submit 
long ago, showed that the Senate was fully sensi- 
ble of the truth of the delay, or it would not have 
been adopted. It was not the fact of the delay that 
the resolution called on the committee to inquire 
into, but the cause thereof. ‘The delay the Senate 
had already affirmed to exist. As to the printing 
being executed as rapidly as heretofore, the Senate | 
knew it was not so, and the resolution just sub- 
mitted by his friend from New Jersey, calling on 
the Secretary to inquire and report, was further | 
evidence of the fact. 

Mr. CAMERON thought the printing had been | 
as rapidly executed as it could have been done, and 


was at present more so than it had ever been here- | 


tofore. As soon as time and health would permit, 
he should submit a report setting forth the facts, 
which he thought would satisfy the Senator. And 
here the subject dropped. 


Mr. YULEE asked the indulgence of the Senate | 


to take up the bill to promote the efficiency of the 
navy, by authorizing a retired list, not witha view 


to discussion, but simply for fixing a day for its | 


consideration. 

The motion having been agreed to, the bill was 
made the special order for the first Monday in 
June next. 


Mr. NILES moved to take up the amendments || 
of the House to the bill to amend an act entitled | 


** An act to amend the act enutled ‘ An act to re- 
duce the rates of postage, to limit the use and cor- 


Post Office Department,’ ’’ passed March 3, 1845. 


explained the eflect of the amendments; and the 
first and second were disagreed to, and the third 
concurred in. 


OCCUPATION OF YUCATAN. 


being the bill to enable the President of the United 
States to take temporary military occupation of 
Yucatan; when 


had been placed simply on the ground of human- 
But, in the progress of the discussion, the measure 


cated as a matter of cold, calculating policy. lt 
was a Strange proposition to require of us aid to 
resist an overwhelming foe, and then that we 
should receive pay forthe same. He gave a brief 
historical view of the circumstances which had 


correspondence which had taken place between 
the Secretary of State and the Yucatan commis- 
sioner. He dwelt on the fact that at the time of 
this application, Yucatan was a part of the terri- 
tory of Mexico. The commissioner presents a 
deplorable picture of the condition of Yucatan— 
representing the white race as in danger of exter- 
mination by the Indians. But, no response being 
given to the = of distress, he shows a pretty ac- 
curate knowledge, if not of human nature gener- 


declaration of Mr. Monroe, and referring to our 
course in reference to the Greeks, &c., and by 


or other European Powers, in case we do not act. 
It was like the case of a man who, finding his 
house on fire, offers his neighbor a deed of the 
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rect the abuse of the franking privilege, and for | 
the prevention of frauds on the revenues of the 


»» || Spain in her best days. 
This motion having been agreed to, Mr. NILES | 


On motion of Mr. HANNEGAN, the Senate | 
proceeded to the consideration of the special order, || 


Mr. MILLER rose and said, that if this bill || 
ity, it would have met with his entire approbauon, | 


had been entirely stripped of humanity, and advo- || 


preceded this application, and then reviewed the | 


ally, of the human nature of our country, by then | 
calling the attenuon of our Government to the | 


throwing out a menace of appealing to England || 


building if he will put out the fire; but, seeing that || Every war from the discovery of Mexico has been 
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his neighbor makes no movement to save the 
property, he telis him, Well, if you don’t take 
the offer, there is a man over the way who will do 
it, and I will go to him. 

He adverted to the position taken by the chair- 
man of Foreign Relations, that it was necessary to 
act to keep England out of Yucatan; so that the 
real object was, not to drive out the Indians, but 
to drive out the English. The Eagle and the Lion 
were to be watching to see which shall seize the 
vicum. He put the case of the people of South 
Carolina, or Alabama, making an application to 
Great Britain. What would be thought if Great 

sritain were to indicate a disposition to take pos- 
session of the complaining State, without the sanc- 
tion of the General Government? Would it not 
be regarded as an act of war?) If Yucatan is not 
independent of Mexico, we cannot interfere with- 
out danger of war. Ele referred to the pending 
treaty, the ratification of which may be defeated 
by any unwise and over-hasty movement on our 
part. Mr. Sierra, the Yucatan commissioner, had 
entered a protest against the treaty, but withheld 
his threat of calling on other Powers until a sub- 
sequent period. He took exception to the style 





; assumed by Mr. Sierra in his letter of protest—a 


style which would have been suitable to a sover- 
eign prince making on some other sovereign a de- 
mand sanctioned by the laws of nations. 

It had been rumored that the President himself 
was not at heart in favor of the pending treaty 
with Mexico, and since this subject had been be- 
fore the Senate, the probability of the rumor had 
received some strength. He adverted to the causes 
of the war with Mexico—to the annexation of 
Texas and the boundary question—to the manner 

| in which it had been carried on, and to the anxious 
desire for its speedy termination which at this mo- 
ment pervadgs the whole country. It was em- 
phatically the duty of every man who held the 
peace of the country in his hands to be particularly 
cautious not to do anything which would tend to 
the disappointment of those hopes and desires. 

If this measure were only urged in a spirit of 
charity, for the sole purpose of saving the white 
citizens of Yucatan from extermination by the In- 
dians, we certainly should have no right to be dis- 
pleased because we have been anticipated either by 
Spain or England. The reply of Spain, in which 
she declares that she will not take advantage of 

| the present distressed condition of Yucatan to seize 
hold on her territory, he lauded as worthy of old 
Such an answer ought to 
have been ours. France had aiso declined ina 
similar manner. And as to the interference of 
| England, he had seen no proofs of it. It did not 


|| yet appear that she had been even asked. The 


possession of English arms he did not regard as 
ground of suspicion against the English Govern- 
ment. England could not interfere without bring- 
ing on her war with Mexico and war with our- 
selves, who are now at war with Mexico. A great 
|| deal of political capital has been made out of this 
|, ery about English interference in Texas and in Cali- 
|| fornia, but he haa yet to discover the first particle 
| of evidence on which this ery could be justified. 

1} eee to remark on the declaration of 
|| Mr. Monroe, which was issued in opposition to 
| the encroaching spirit of the Holy Alliance. He 
| denied that it could be applied here without a com- 
| plete perversion of the principle. We propose to 
| do precisely what we say England and France and 
| Spain shall notdo. We desire to take possession 
| of another State, and defend the act by appealing 
|| to the declaration of Mr. Monroe, which was issued 
|| to prevent one nation from interfering with the 
| affairs of another. If we say to anoth2r, You shall 
| not take Yucatan, shall we take Yucatan ourselves? 
| Are we about to drive others away from this 
' afflicted territory, in order that we may have all the 
plunder to ourselves? 

He then went on to speak of the domestic affairs 
| of Yucatan, to show that Mendez had used these 
Indians to promote his ambitious views, under a 
promise that he would repeal the capitation tax. 
After he had obtained their services, he violated 
his obligations, and murdered many of the Indians, 
|| with their women and children, in cold"blood. In 
the party movements in Yucatan, the Indians stand 
by their country; and who does not approve of 
| their course? The whites have an army of 8,000 
| men, but we have never heard of any battle they 
| have fought. It had been called a war of races. 
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a war of races—a war between the Indians and 
the whites: and what Christian nation has ever 
These Indians are 
Almonte and oth- 
ers, with whom our CGiovernment has had corre- 
apondence, are full-blood Indians. In the French 
revolution, the blouses had no legal right to take 
the step they did—they violated the law at the 
outset, yet we have given them our hichest appro- 
bation. On the other hand, the Indians of Yuca- 
fan, as citizens possessing an equality of rights, 
had a perfect right to take the steps they have 
taken 

If (ireat Britain has determined to take posses- 
sion of Yueatan or any portion of it, to the detri- 
ment of our national safety, it becomes a great 
If so, we 
ought at once to speak out in plain language, and 
tell her we will oppose her, instead of trying to get 


atepped in to aid the Indians ? 


not subjects , they are citizens. 


question between us and Great Britain. 


ahead of the Lion, in order to be beforehand in setz- 
ing the prey. The first is the manly course. The 
possession of Cuba would in all probability come 
np ander the next Administration, because, in the 
present state of Kurope, it is not likely that Spain 
will lone held out, 

Hie concluded by throwing a censure on the Ad- 
ministration for devoting its attention exclusively 
to foreign affairs, and neewlectine the domestic in- 
It seemed to have entirely 
turned its back on all those objects which are con- 


ferests of the country. 


nected with home concerns. 

Mr. CALHOUN then obtained the floor, and 
expressed his intention to give his views on the 
question, 

\ motion was then made to adjourn; which was 
withdrawn, and, 

On motion of Mr. CLARKE, it was 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re 
quested to inform the Senate whether all orany part of the 
navy stationed in the Gull of Mexico lias been ordered to 
proceed to the coastof Yucatan, for the protection of the 
white population of that country; and if so, to transmit to 
the Senate a copy of such orders, and also a copy of any 
advices from the commander or otheer of the squadron of a 
date later than those already communicated, 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, May 15, 1848. 
The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. 


Mr. HARALSON moved to suspend the rules, 
to enable him to move that the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union be discharged 
from the consideration of the bill to refund money 
for expenses incurred, subsistence or transporta- 
tion furnished for the use of volunteers during the 
present war, before being mustered and received 
into the service of the United States: Ayes 92, noes 
26. ‘I'wo-thirds voting in favor thereof, the rules 
were suspended, 

‘The bill was then taken up and read. 

Mr. Hl. briefly explained the bill. It revived 
and extended the provisions of the resolution of 
the last Congress so as to embrace companies, 
towns, corporations, individuals, &c., and required 
proof to be made to the satisfaction of the Secre- 
tary of War. It was framed, as nearly as practi- 
cable, in accordance with the views of the House, 
as expressed when the subject was before under 
consideration. He apprehended that there would 
be no desire to discuss the question, and he there- 
fore demanded the previous question. 

‘The previous question was seconded; and, under 
its operation, the bill was engrossed, read a third 
time, and passed, as follows: 

A BILL to refund moneys for expenses incurred, subsist- 
enee or Gansportation furnished tor the use of volunteers 
during the present war, before being mustered or received 
into the service of the United States. 

Be it enacted, e., That the provisions of the joint resolu- 
tion, approved March third, eighteen hundred and forty- 
sever, entitied * A resolution to refund money to the States 
which have supphed volunteers and turnished them trans- 
portation during the present war, betore being mustered 
and received into the service of the United States,’ be, and 
the same are hereby, extended so as to embrace ail cases of 
expenses heretofore incurred in organizing, subsusting, and 
transporting volunteers previous to their being mustered 
and received ipto the service of the United States for the 
present war, whether by States, counties, corporations, or 
individuals, either acting with or without the authority of 
any Siates: Provided, however, That proof shall be made, to 
the satisfaction of the Secretary of War, of the amount thus 
expended, and that the same was necessary aud proper for 
the oops aforesaid. 

Sec. 2. dnd be it further enacted, That an amount suffi- 
cient to refund said expenses so incurred be, and the same 
is hereby, appropriated, out of any money in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, 


CHARTER OF WASHINGTON. 

Mr. CHAPMAN moved a suspension of the 
rules, in order to discharge the Committee of the 
W hole on the state of the Union from the further 
consideration of the bill to amend the charter of 
the city of Washington. 

By common consent, Mr. C. stated that the 
charter election of this city was very near at hand, 
being appointed either for the first of June or the 
first Monday of June. This bill embraced a com- 
promise charter, which had been agreed to, after 
the question being advertised, by four-fifths of the 
inhabitants of the city. The principal difficulty 
which had existed in former years was with ref- 
erence to the right of suffrage. ‘They had unani- 
mously agreed upon a basis of suffrage, he had 
been informed by a number of the inhabitants of 
the city, and particularly by the Corporation. 

‘The question being taken, the rules were sus- 
pended, and the bill was laid before the House and 
read. 

Mr. SIMS suggested that a clerical error in the 
16th line of the Ist section required amendment, 
and it was corrected accordingly by substituting 
“or” for Sand.” He then moved the previous 
question on the engrossment of the bill. 

Under the operation of the previous question, the 
vote on the engrossment was taken by yeas and 
nays, as follows: Yeas 95, nays 59. 

Mr. CHAPMAN moved the previous question 
on the passage of the bill. 

Mr. MEADE inquired ifa motion to reconsider 
the vote by which the bill had been ordered to be 
engrossed would be in order? 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 
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Mr. MEADE moved to reconsider, for the pur- | 


pose of introducing a proviso to submit the charter 
to the people. 

Mr. SIMS, (in his seat.) It has already been 
submitted, and a large majority of the people have 
voted in favor of it. 

Mr. MEADE (apparently not understanding 
Mr. Sims) had no objection, he said, to the pro- 
visions of the bill as he understood it; but he 
thought this charter, which stood in the place ofa 
constitution to the people of this city, should be 
submitted to them, to be accepted or rejected at 
their will. He read the amendment he wished to 
add, as follows : 


“ Be it further enacted, That this act shall be in force from 
and after the —— day of ———, provided that previous to 


that date a majority of the people of the city qualified to vote | 


uuder the present chartershall signify in a manner hereafter 
prescribed their asseat thereto; and that the sense of the 
people may be ascertained, the Mayor of the city shall, be- 
fore the —— day of next, cause a poll to®e opened, 
and kept opened for three days, (of which thirty days’ notice 
shall be given in two newspapers published in the city of 
Washington.) at the court-house of said city, in which the 
names of those who shall ofier to vote shall be recorded in 
separate columns, for or against the amended charter; and 
the polis aforesaid shal! be examined by the Mayor and Al- 





dermen of the city, who shall make proclamation of the re- | 


sult; and this amended charter shall be considered as adopted 
or rejected, according as the majority of the votes polled shall 
be for or against the same.’ 


Mr. CHAPMAN remarked that the gentleman | 


from Virginia, he thought, could not have been in 
the Hlouse when the bill was first taken up, and 
heard the statement which had been made. He 
repeated that it had been expressly stated to the 
Committee on the District by the Corporation of 
this city that this charter had been submitted to the 
people, and that three-fourths of them had voted 
for 1; and further, they believed the people were 
unanimously in favor of it. He therefore moved 
to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 


Mr. MEADE inquired in what form it was sub- | 


mitted, who drew it up, and who voted for it? 
Mr. CHAPMAN replied that it was submitted 
to the people at the polls; they voted upon it sec- 
tion by section; and the report had been made to 
the Committee for the District of Columbia by the 
officers who took the vote of the people. He moved 
to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 
"Mr. COLLINS demanded the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered; and, being taken, resulted— 
Yeas 92, nays 67. 


So the motion to reconsider was Jaid on the | 


table. 

The question recurring on the passage of the bill, 
it was agreed to, without a division. 

So the bill was passed. 

Mr. HENLEY moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed. He said he was very 


much obliged to the gentleman from Maryland for 
endeavoring to put the gag upon those opposed to 


r TR 
— : ee May 15, 
| the bill, by preventing them from sayine 
upon its odious features, als 
Mr. CHAPMAN assured the honorable » 
tleman from Indiana that he had no dispositio; 
arrest his remarks; he would listen to ther, y 
| great pleasure. If he had supposed the cent), ‘ 
was desirous of being heard upon this que 
he certainly should have thrown no obst 
his way. 

Mr. HENLEY said it was passing strane ») 
the gentleman should not have known that thos 
opposed to the bill were desirous of being hea, 
when they had made every effort in their jowey,, 
make some few amendments, and to vive their 
reasons therefor. : i 

This bill contained a feature than which, at this 
enlightened age of the world, none more odjnn. 
could be proposed—that was, a property qualifica. 

tion for the voter: a restriction upon a man, tha: 

because he did not own property, and had not pa { 
| taxes upon that property, he should not therefor. 
be entitled to casta vote at the ballot-box. It |jy4 
been said, and was now said by a gentleman nea; 
him, [Mr. McLane,] that no such provision wag 
contained it. He read the following: ‘and why 
‘ shall have paid the school tax and all taxes uno, 
‘ personal property due from him, shal! be entitled 
‘to vote.’” He submitted it to the country if this 
was nota property qualification? If this section 
did not require a man not only to be assessed as q 
property holder, but to have paid a tax upon that 
property before he could be admitted to vote, he 
had no idea of the force of language. 

Mr. McLANE (the floor being yielded) sai, 
as the gentleman from Indiana had referred to him, 
and had declared that there was a property quali- 
fication in the bill, and as he, (Mr. McL..,) after 
| examination, had voted for it, and as he knew it 


a Word 


Slip 
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| contained no property qualification at all, (for if i: 


had, he should not have voted for it,) he desired 
at this time to call the particular attention of the 
House to the fact that there was no such provision 
in the bill. It was provided, that if a man had 
personal property, he should have paid the taxes 
upon it before he voted, but if he had no property 
he could vote. 

Mr. HENLEY. 
| a tax-payer? 

Mr. McLANE. Notat all; if he has no prop- 
erty, he can vote. I ask the gentleman from In- 
diana to answer the question whether it is neces- 
sary, under this bill, for a man to be possessed of 
a certain amount of property before he can vote? 

I deny it. 

Mr. HENLEY asked the gentleman to answer 
the question, if an individual must not be assessed 
to pay his school tax before he could vote? 

Mr. McLANE, objecting to the gentleman’s 
mode of answering a question by putting another, 
called attention to the fact that the gentleman had 
_made the direct allegation that the bill provided a 
| property qualification, and then turned round and 
said it was a school tax. Now, would the genile- 
man frankly, explicitly state that it was a prop- 
| erty qualification, and that a man could not vote 
without it? 

Mr. HENLEY supposed a case: A man who 
has personal property in the city of Washington, 
| which is assessed, makes his appearance at the 
ballot-box, not having the receipt of payment of 
that assessment, could he vote? 
| Mr. McLANE answered with very great pleas- 

ure. In his judgment, a man, holding property, 
and assessed upon that property, ought not to vote 

unless he had paid his taxes. 

Mr. HENLEY. ‘There is the property qualifi- 
cation, and the gentleman is in favor of it. 

Mr. McLANE. It is no part of my democracy 
to contribute by my vote to degrade, to corrupt 
the ballot-boxes; | would at all times keep them 
pure and honest; and if there be a citizen holding 

|| property in this county, I would require that that 
citizen, with others, should pay his taxes before 
he exercises that high and honorable privilege. 
| The gentleman had said that this bill contained 
a property qualification. Now, it was very well wn- 
derstood, and no man knew better than the gentle- 
man from Indiana, what was a property qualifica- 
| tion; and he (Mr. McL.) did not choose to sit in 
| this House and vote upon a bill, and then have a 
motion to reconsider with a view to strike out 4 
clause which was not in the bill, and then permit 
the gentleman, when he (Mr. McL.) stated the 
\\ fact, to turn round and put a question about the 


Then he must be assessed as 
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ool tax or a mode of guarding the ballot-box, 
eI entirely change the issue. Let the honorable 
itl man meet the question, and say he was not 
“jing that an assessment should be made and 
cayment required of the voter who had property. 
“Mr. HENLEY. Then the gentleman acknow!l- 
sizes, if a man has not paid his tax upon the 
csessment or property, he cannot vote. This is 


wot only equal to, but is sull more odious than, a | 


aroperty qualification. 
“Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, (the floor being 


vielded,) called the attention of the gentleman from | 
‘diana and the gentleman from Maryiand and the | 


House to one fact in the bill; that was, it provided 
spat no man should vote unles he had first paid his 
.-jool taxes and all other taxes upon personal 
vroperty due from, him. Now, one man in this 
sy, owning no personal property, but a house 
snd lot on the President’s square, which might be 
assessed for taxes for fifty thousand dollars, would 

me up to the ballot-box, and no objection be 
made to his vote, although he owed the corporation 


the tax upon fifty thousand dollars; while one of | 


chose maimed soldiers whom you met on the ave- 
nue, who might have lost both arms or both legs 
fighting the battles of his country, who owned 
hut a pig and a cow, a couple of chairs, and a 
square table, and who was assessed twelve anda 
jalf cents, might come up by the side of that 
iabob, that millionaire, and offer his vote, and, 
because he had not paid his twelve and a half 


cents, be spurned from the ballot-box, and sent | 


hobbling off. That would be the operation of the 
Lill as it stood. 

Mr. HENLEY said that was the true represent- 
ation; that was the property qualification in the 
ill; and he understood the gentleman from Mary- 
land to be in favor of it. 

It was not necessary for him to dwell upon the 
enormities of this bill, upon the outrages which it 
perpetrated upon those who had not got their dollar 
to pay their school tax, and the money to pay the 
tax upon their personal property, (and there were 
such,) but it was necessary for him to say what 
he knew, which was, that there had been fraud’ 
practised upon the members of this House by cer- 
tain citizens of Washington, who had been en- 
deavoring to foree this bill upon the House for the 
express purpose of cutting out the poor men from 
voting. There was a sort of aristocracy, he was 
sorry to say, in this city, which was not found in 
tle States—certainly not in the western States; 
there were men here who would scorn to go to the 
lallot-box side by side with the poor man who 
had not got his dollar to pay this tax, which they 
were determined he should pay before they would 
lethim vote; and this class of men had been in- 
triguing here to impose upon this House, and 
make the country believe that a majority of the 
voters of this city had voted for this bill. 

He referred to the circumstances in which the 
election took place, and said that the former char- 
ler was a much worse one than this; that, like 
the English Government, these aristocrats, having 


found that they could no longer oppress the peo- | 


ple to that extent, had determined to relax a little, 
and had submitted this charter to the vote, and the 
people had had to support it as a choice between 
two evils, but for which they voted as a whole, 
protesting against some of its provisions, and 
among others, this. Let him ask gentlemen who 
came here from the great West, where, thank God, 
they knew no distinction in reference to property, 
i they would come forward, and under the opera- 
tion of this gag, the previous question, be dragoon- 
fd into a vote which was to restrict the people of 
Washington in the right of suffrage, and deprive 
liany of them of it, when at this very moment, on 
the other side of the water, our example had in- 
duced them to throw off the yoke of tyranny, and 
declare as one of their very first enactments, that 
‘very citizen of twelve years of age should be an 
sector, Did we see anything there about this re- 
‘tricuon? Was there a man in the Provisional 
Government who would say a man must be as- 
sess d, taxed, and have paid his money before he 
Colm be a voter? 

_ This great, liberal principle of unrestricted suf- 
irage had taken root in Europe; and here was rep- 
resented the strange anomaly that the American 
Congress, a Congress representing freemen, free- 
men who had set this great example to their breth- 
ren across the water, had sustained a bill contain- 
ing this odious feature, and passed it under the gag 





| try, before the people who elected their Represent- 
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of the previous question, and endeavered to dra- 
goon the minority here and force this bill into a 
law, by which the poor men of this city would be 
deprived of the inalienable right ef suffrage. Such 
a thing could not be tolerated in France; he hoped 
it would not be long in England, Austria, Prussia; 
even in Russia he hoped soon to see this abuse 
corrected. ‘This proposition to require the pay- 
ment of school taxes and taxes on personal prop- 
erty before they could be allowed to vote, he pro- 
nounced an outrage on American freemen. All he 
desired was, the opportunity to place his name on | 
record on the quesuon, and then to make the is- 
sue—not before the people of this District, because 
they had not the right to vote, but before the coun- 


atives to come here. It was the principle which 
was put down in Rhode Island by the .2gerine 
party, and upon this he wanted to go before the 
country. 

. Mr. MEADE, with the permission of Mr. Hen- 
LEY, explained that the gentleman was mistaken 
in supposing the tax must necessarily be laid upon 
property of some sort, but that it was a poll tax, 
which the corporation, elected by the people, might 


| lay or not, as they saw proper. 


| District of Columbia, (Mr. Sims,} had refused to 


Mr. HENLEY said the gentleman from South 
Carolina, who represeuted the Committee for the 


| explain the provisions of the bill, or to discuss it at 





| the bill, he would see it provided that ‘the said 
| corporation shali have power to lay and collect a | 


1} all. 
| 


Mr. SIMS (the floor being yielded) said, if the | 
gentleman would turn to the thirty-fourth line of 


school tax upon every white male citizen,’’ and 


| that it was merely a grant of power which might 
| or might not be exercised by the corporation. ‘I'o 
entitle a citizen to vote, it was necessary that it, 


| dent of the District, and was then a resident of the 





| collected. 


should appear on the books of the corporation that | 
the person who offered his vote was twenty-one 
years of age, had been for twelve months a resi- 


ward in which he proposed to vote, and was sub- 
ject to be assessed for school taxes: in other words, 
that he was not a free negro or mulatto, but that 
he was a free white male citizen, subject to be 
assessed if the corporation thought proper. There 


| was, the:efore, no such thing as a property quali- 
| fication connected with the right of sutfrage in the 


| ball. 


It was objected to the bill, by the interrogatory | 


| of the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Jones,]} 


that a man might have fifty thousand dollars worth 


| of real estate, and be allowed to vote when he owed 
| his tax, and no objection be made; whilea poor man, 


owning the smallest amount of personal property, 


| and taxed twelve and a half cents, would not be 


allowed to voie if he had not paid it. Why, if 
the owner of real estate was in arrears, it was the 
corporation’s own fault; for there was the visible 
means by which the debt might at any time be 
The only difference between real and 
personal property looked to the comparative tan- 
gibility or intangibility of the two. 

Mr. HENLEY understoed the gentleman from 
South Carolina that voters must be subject to the 
assessment of one dollar for school tax; now, sup- 


| pose the assessor neglected for a particular purpose 





| whenever it was tendered. It was only necessary 


to avsess that individual? 
Mr. SIMS replied, if the corporation levied the 
assessment, the constable was bound to receive it 


to appear upon the books that the voter was of 
that description of persons who might be assessed. 
Mr. HENLEY. Is it not necessary that this 
tax should be paid? 
Mr. SIMS. If he is taxed, he is required to 


| pay it before he votes. 


Mr HENLEY said none of the explanations 
removed from his mind the objections against this 
bill. He entertained precisely the same objection 
—that was, that the individual must be subject to 
be assessed, must be assessed, must have paid his 
tax, before hecould vote. Such were the provisions 
of the bill, and such would be its construction by 
those persons called to decide upon it. 

He was about to state that the majority of the 
people of this District were not, and could not, 


| possibly be in favor of this restriction upon the 


right of suffrage. As he had before said, they had 
voted for the whole bill together, protesting against 
this restriction on the right of suffrage. He had 
been told, and authorized to state to this House, 
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that a large majority of the people were opposed to 
this restriction, and most sincerely hoped that 
Congress would provide that free white male ei- 
zens who had resided in this District twelve months, 
and were residents of the ward in which they pro- 
posed to vote, should be permitted to enjoy all the 
privileges of franchise which were extended to the 
man of property. 

Mr. McLANE next addressed the House, and 
alluded to the connection of the State of Maryland 
with this District, and the necessary importance.to 
that State of the legislation for the people of the 
District of Columbia. He was therefore exceed- 
ingly anxious that all legislation for this District 
should be undertaken with great caution. With 
respect to the restriction which had been magnitied 
into a property qualification, he said the House 
would find on examination that it was purely dem- 
ocratic, for it remained with the people to impose 
the law or not, as they thought fit. He lived ina 
State where a poll tax could not be imposed, for 
the constitution forbade it, and the principle of that 
constitution had his hearty assent. And he was 
glad of an opportunity to give a vote to enable the 
people of this District to enjoy a privilege which 
the people of Maryland enjoyed—to enact what 
sort of taxes they would pay. If they pleased to 
enact that a poll tax should be paid for the support 
of schools, they had his free consent to do it, for 
he recognized their right to tax themselves. He 
also availed himself of this opportunity to say that 
he should be glad, if he could do it, to give his 
vote for the passage of a law to enable the District 
of Columbia to do all its own legislation. He did 
not mean to open that question now, but he be- 
lieved that the passage of the Constitution which 
authorized Congress to exercise exclusive juris- 
diction over this District, simply meant jurisdiction 
exclusive of every other State. He had no idea 
that it gave to honorable gentlemen from the West 
any more than to those from the East the right to 
come here and foree on the people of this Distriet 
| their own peculiar election laws. He desired that 

the people of this District should enact their own 
| election laws; and he hoped that gentlemen, whether 
| from the East, West, South, or North, would not 
attempt here to carry out their own notions. He 
/ contended that the people here had the right of 
self-government, and for his own constituents he 
could say with much confidence, that they denied 
| to Congress the right to exercise in the District of 
Columbia any other than a Federal jurisdiction. 
This bill gave to the people of this District the 
privilege of self-government. The feature in it 
which struck him as the most admirable, was its 
democratic feature—that which gave to the people 
the right to make their own laws and to prescribe 
their own taxes, 
But another word as to this property qualifica- 
tion of which so much had been said. He saw 
before him a gentleman who, at an early period of 
the session, introduced a proposition here for the 
retrocession of the District of Columbia to the 
State of Maryland; and he had not seen one of his 
constituents since who had not made that a subject 
of inquiry. .In Maryland there was but one opin- 
| ion on this AMbject. They would be too happy to 

relieve this Government from all agitation which 
| had been occasioned by the transient population 

of the District of Columbia. The people of Mary- 
| land were exceedingly jealous of movements in 
this District by its floating population (which was 
a perfect nuisance) on the subject of slavery. So 
long as the Federal Government exercised exclu- 
sive jurisdiction over this District, and tens of 
thousands of people came here annually to get 
office, they constituted a floating population that 
was dangerous to his own State. The House, 
then, would readily understand the great anxiety 
felt in the State of Maryland respecting the suf- 
frage in this District. fe claimed for the people 
of the District to act for themselves in this matter, 
| and to pass such laws as they should think best for 
their own protection. By this bill the right of suf- 
frage was given to the free white men of the District; 
and he culled the attention of the gentleman from 
Indiana [Mr. Hewnxey] to this provision, which 
was perfectly free from any property qualification. 
| This bill gave universal suffrage, except on the 
| point of residence. The State from which he came 
| also conferred universal suffrage, and he was for 
the same system here. 

Mr. HENLEY said he did not understand the 
force of language if it were so. 
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Mr. McLANE did not propose to rest the issue 
on his own aasertion. He referred to the lan- 
guage of the act itself. What did the bill propose? 
Why, that every white male citizen of twenty-one 
years of age should vote in this District, provided 
he could bring proof to the authorities of his resi- 
dence. If a person claiming to reside here have 
property, the assessment Look, it was provided, 
should furnish proof; and if his name were not 
found there, then he should prove that he had the 
right Assessment was proof of 
residence. In the State of Maryland, a residence 


to be assessed. 


of gix months in any county was necessary to en- 
; j ; 
able a person to vote, and without that qualifica- 


tion he could not vote; and yet who would deny 


that they had universal sutlrage in the State of | 
Maryland? ‘The person desiring to vote must prove | 


that his residence was in the State, and he must 
do it by a preseribed form. This was provided to 


guard against frauds. And, to the best of his judg- | 
ment, this bill provided universal suffrage for the | 


Inatrict of Columbia. Every man was entitled to 


vote who nad the qualifications which the people | 


themselves prescribed; and any resident here could 
vote though be did not hold property to the value 
ot one dollar. 


of property, was there, he asked, any property 
qualification ? 


Mr. STARK WEATHER said there was a pro- 


vision in relation to a poll tax of one dollar per | 


annum. Now, suppose that tax were not levied, 


and the person desiring to vote possessed no prop- | 


erty, would not such person be excluded from 
voting? 


Mr. McLANE. Not atall. 


Mr. STARKWEATHER read the clause to | 


which he had referred, and contended that the poll | 


tax must be paid before the vote could be given, 


Mr. McLANE proceeded to explain, to show 


that the gentleman from New York was mistaken, 


and thatthe rights of the people were carefully | 


preserved and protected, 


Mr. COCKE moved to lay the motion to recon- | 


rider on the table. 


‘The vote was decided in the affirmative: Yeas | 


74, nays 5s, as follows: 


YE AS—Moessrs. Abbott, Adams, Barrow, Bayly, Bedinger, 


Belcher, Blaschard, Bocock, Botts, Boydon, Brady, Wil- | 


ham G. Brown, Buckner, Butler, Cabell, Canby, Chapman, 
Cocke, Collamer, Conger, Cranston, Dixon, Duer, Garnett 
Duncan, Duan, Edwards, Embree, Nathan Evans, Farrelly, 
Fisher, Flournoy, Gentry, Goggin, Grinnell, Hale, Hilliard, 
Eias B. Holmes, John W. Houston, Hubbard, Hudson, 
Hunt, Josep R. Tugersoll, Thomas B. King, Daniel P. King, 
Win. T. Lawrenee, MeDowell, Mclivaine, McLane, Marsh, 
Marvin, Outlaw, Pendleton, Preston, Rhett, John A. Rock- 
well, Sherull, Sts, Slingerland, Truman Smith, Svephens, 
Andrew Stewart, Charles BK. Stuart, Strohm, Tallmadge, 
Taylor, Thirbodeaux, John B. Thompson, Tompkins, Van 
Dyke, Vinton, Warren, White, Wilson, and Woodward 
| 

NAYS 
cart, 
W. Cobb, Collins, Cummins, Daniel, Dickinson, Ficklin, 
Fries, Green, Willard P. Hall, Hammons, Henley, Hil, 
George 3. Houston, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jenkins, Andrew 


; 
Niessrs 


Atkinson, Beale, Boyd, Bridges, Cath- 


W. Jones, Kaufman, Lahm, La Sére, Leffler, Lincoln, 
Lumpkin, McKay, Job Mann, Meade, Miller, Morris, Morse, 
Muilin, Murphy, Palfrey, Phelps, Pillsbuar Richardson, 
Richey, Rockhill, Sawyer, Smart, Robert Smith, Sturk- 
weather, James Thompson, William Thompson, Venabie, 
Wentworth, Wiley, Williams, and Wilmot—o8. 


So the motion was laid on the table. 


EXPORTS AND IMPORTS OF SPECIE, ETC. 
Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylvania, moved to 
suspend the rules, to enable him to offer the follow- 
ine resolution: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to report to this Llouse the aggregate amount of exports and 
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And if it could be proved thata | 
man could vote without holding a farthing’s worth | 


Johnson, Janes H. Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, George 1} 





ment to the resolution. He desired to make the 
resolution cover the whole year, and not three- 
quarters only. 

Mr. HUDSON said the fourth quarter was al- 
ready reported, and would in a few days be on the 
table. 

Mr. BAYLY said he wanted to have it alto- 
gether, so as to have the return presented to view 
in one document. 

Mr. STEWART said the resolution called for 
the exports and imports of the fiscal year, and the 
object was to contrast the last year’s exports with 
those of the present. Last year our exports of 
breadstuffs was about $50,000,000, and we were 
told by the Secretary of the ‘Treasury that the ex- 
ports of breadstuffs would increase and go on in- 
creasing. He had now seen, however, a statement 
in the newspapers of New York, showing that the 
exports of flour and wheat to England this year 
had not amounted to one-tenth part of the amount 
of exports of the last year to England. The same 


statement had appeared in the Union. The Secre- || 
tary of the ‘Treasury had assured them that the | 


etlect of free trade would be to increase the ex- 


ports—not so rapidly hereafter to be sure—but still | 
Well, how had | 


that it would go on increasing. 
the exports of flour increased? Why, last year 
2,500,000 barrels of flour were exported to Eng- 
land, and this year the exports had not been more 
than 207,000, being less than one-tenth. Now, if 
that was the effect of the present tariff for the past, 
what would be the diminution for the future under 
the operation of the taril? of 1846? 


Mr. STEPHENS suggested to the gentleman 


from Pennsylvania to modify his resolution so as to 
include cotton. 

Mr. STEWART said he had no objection. He 
then proceeded to say that the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury had told them that under this system of 
free trade the increase in exports would go on until 
they amounted to hundreds of millions of dollars; 
but instead of an increase of exports, we had come 
down to one-tenth of the exports of last year. At 
the same rate of decrease, what, he asked, would 
be our condition next year? Why, under the Sec- 


| retary’s system, the exports would be nothing. 


But since he was up, and seeing his colleague in 
his place, there was another point on which he 
wished to saya word. His colleague, [Mr. C. J. 
INGERSOLL,| some days since, when he (Mr. S.) 
was not in his seat, introduced a proposition to 
take off half the duty on iron, coal, woollen goods, 
and cotton goods, and every species of manufac- 


| ture in which the people of his State were much 


interested. The proposition was to reduce from 
thirty to fifteen per cent. every species of manu- 


| facture, as well as every species of luxury, a prop- 
| osition which would seriously affect the revenue, 
| for it was from such goods the revenue was mainly 


raised. That proposition, he supposed, was made 
Clapp, Peanklin Clark, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. |} 


on consultation with the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury. 


Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL said there was no such 
proposition made. His proposition was, to take 


_ off fifteen per cent. from the tariff on French silks 


and jewelry. 


Mr. STEWART insisted that the effect of such 
| & proposition, if agreed to, would be to reduce all 
| those things that came under the thirty per cent. 
| rates, such as iron, woollen and cotton guods, hats, 
| shoes, boots, &c., and to bring them down to fifteen 
| per cent., and that, he supposed, was offered on 
| consultation with the Secretary of the Treasury. 


Mr. J. C. INGERSOLL. 
ter. 


Mr. STEWART said his colleague had been 


lam my own mas- 


BE. 
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colleague was in a state of excitement. 
commended his colleague to keep perfectly eng) 
His resolution, to which Lis colleacue had referred, 
merely proposed that the Committee of Wavsan! 
Means should be instructed to inquire into hewe. 
pediency of certain reductions of duty; and of 
course, as that was to be submitted to the Commit 
tee of Ways and Means, they would report as they 
thought proper. On that committee, he was ay are 
when he offered the resolution, was the gentleman 
from Ohio, [Mr. Vinron,] who moved an amend. 

| ment to his resolution, and the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, (Mr. Hupson,] who opposed j, 
These gentlemen were leading members of @ ma. 
jority of the committee, which stood six to three 
on that subject. In their hands he presumed the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania would deem the 
matter save, 

| While he was on the floor, and to obviate the 

| necessity of his colleague questioning him again 

he wished to say that the resolution of his ¢9\' 
league, for the introduction of which he had voted 

to suspend the rules, wasa good one; but he thoug): 

his colleague was giving the worst reasons for j1g 

adoption. The Secretary of the Treasury had jy. 

formed them that the duties this year would ex. 
ceed his estimates. They weré now exceeding 
$31,000,000, and if it had not been for the comyo- 
tion in which all Europe now was, they would not 
only have exceeded $36,000,000, but would have 
amounted to $38,000,000. 

Mr. SAWYER rose toa question of order. The 
resolution was a call on the department for infor- 
mation, and, therefore, if objection was made, it 
must go over under the rule. 

The SPEAKER reminded the gentleman from 
Ohio that the resolution was before the House wy- 
der a suspension of the rules, and consequently his 
objection was not well taken, 

Mr. STEWART said his colleague did not deny 
what had been said as to the ruinous effects of his 
proposition upon the country, but seemed to think 

the Committee of Ways and Means could prevent 
it; but he would not press the rnatter at present. 
Mr. S. said he had not intended to engage in any 
debate on this subject. He had at first intended 
to give a silent vote, and would have done so had 
not objections been raised on the other side, and 
he was willing now that the debate should stop. 
He had, however, taken occasion to point out to 

| his colleague the effect which his proposition to the 
House some time since would have had. He would 
not now make any further remarks, and, as many 
gentlemen seemed anxious to terminate the debate, 
| he would call for the previous question. __ 

Mr. BAYLY (at whose request the motion for 
the previous question was withdrawn) desired to 
make a few remarks in reply to the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania. In the first place, the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania misstated, doubtless unin- 
tentionally, the position of the Secretary of the 
Treasury on this subject. The Secretary of the 
Treasury never said that the exports of breadstufis 
this fiscal year would be greater than they were 
the last fiscal year. The position which the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury took was this, that under 
the altered tariff there would be a progressive in- 

_ crease in the exports of agricultural products; but 

no one could have understood him as saying that 
the effect would be instantaneous. The statement 
which the Secretary of the Treasury did make he 

| (Mr. B.) would maintain. He was prepared to 
show at the proper time that it was correct. The 
| experience of the past year sustained the position 
of the Secretary of the Treasury; and he (Mr. B.) 


He re. 


SOD kena ir aes. 


would assert, without the fear of error or success- 
ful contradiction, that the exports of breadstufis 
and provisions from this country to Great Britain 
had sat larger this year than any preceding year 
under a protective tariff. It was extraordinary 
that it should be so, for they knew that the last 
year was one of unprecedented productiveness in 
Great Britain, and therefore sueh a result might 
not have been expected. [fe reiterated the asser- 
, tion that the exports of breadstuffs and provisions 
to Great Britain had been greater this year than 
any year of a protective tariff. ark 
Mr. STEWART. The gentleman is mistaken. 
Mr. BAYLY was not mistaken. He would not, 
however, argue the question now. He should 
_ have an occasion to do so hereafter; and he gave 
notice that he should point out numerous errors 
and fallacies of a printed speech of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, to which his attention had 


imports during the three quarters of the years 1847 and 1848, 
ending the 3ist March; also, showing the amount of specie 
exported and tuported ; breadstuffs, viz: flour, wheat, corn, 
and cornmeal, exported during said periods; showiag sepa- 
rately the amount of each exported to and imported from 
Engtand. 

Mr. VENABLE suggested to Mr. Stewart to 
modify his resolution, by striking out the words, 
** viz: flour, wheat, corn, and cornmeal,”’ and in- 
serting, *‘ provisions of all kinds.”’ 

Mr. STEWART assenting, the resolution was | 
accordingly so modified. 

The question was put on suspending the rules, 
and there were ayes 80, noes 37. 

Two-thirds voting in the affirmative, the rules 
were suspended, and the resolution received. 

Messrs. VENABLE and MEADE having each 
made suggestions to modify— 

Mr. BAYLY said he wished to offer an amend- | 


chairman of the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
and did he not know that we had reciprocity trea- 
ties with England and other nations, putting them 
all on a footing with the most favored nation, and 
| that, if these reductions were made in relation to 
| French goods, the effect would be to reduce the 
duties on the same kind of goods of every other 
nation? Did his colleague deny that such would 
be the operation of our treaties, and that it would 
not reduce the duty on cotton and woollen goods, | 
on iron and coal, shoes, boots, hats, as well as |! 
every species of luxuries, thus reducing revenue | 
on the various articles from which our revenue was 
mostly derived exactly one-half, at a time when | 
our expenditures were double our entire revenues, 
and at the same time give a mortal blow to our | 
national industry in every department? 
Mr. INGERSOLL would simply say, that his 
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